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g ‘WHAT,\ in the name of. wonder, is |
“in the wind now ?” exclaimed Mr. Mil-
ford, who had turned his head towards
a window, near which he was ssitting ;
¢ for something has blown tnat old gos- :
sip, Malcraret Hesham, here !” :

 The party to whom this speecia : Was
. addressed, followed thc dmctxon uf' hisg
VOL. I B e ;




eyes, FIz;_thmg at.a :‘Temark ‘which the
, person whom it concerned, very justly de- |
- served; as this Mrs. Margaret Hesham
was a‘sort of walking gazette, or general
collector of news in that neighbour-
hood Gl s STk

i By her haste and unusual long
strides,” 1e;omcd Mz, Wildham, ”l guess
her errand.” :

Before, however, we suffer her to
divulge the important news she was
coming to communicate, we think it
necessary to introduce the party she was
hastening to join, tu our reader’s notice.

Mr. Milford, the master of the honsé,
was a merchant in the firstline, at 3}
‘a handsome'Bor‘ough town on the eastern
side of England, and was reported . to
be immensely rich; and not without
foundation we are inclined to believe, -
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since he had for many years, lived in
- the most sumptuous style, and had
long prided himself upon his luxurious
table, with which no inhabitant of
had ever pretended to vie. He therefore
seldom went from home, though he
generally ‘entertained some of his nu-
merous friends every day; as he was
very fond of company, particularly that
of his'superiors in rank, or of those
very much bencath him "in point of
fortune; because the one set increased
his consequence, and the other flattered
his vanity. Indeed, having very few re-
sources within himself, when' not adding
o his wealth in his counting-house, he

quired the aid of society to enable him
o bear the tedium of hisevenings ; there
not being any taverns of sufficient note
at , to induce such a4 man to kill
time at any Such places of resort.

For many years he had talked of retir
ing from business; b ule
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been a difficult matter to have got out of
so large a concern, and he could not *
now with truth pride himself upon being
the first man in ——, he was the more
" reconciled to bis title of merchant, and
to remaining among the friends of his
childhood, who studied their own’ in-
terest, when flattering his foibles.

His wife was generally distinguished
by the appellation of the rich Mac!am
Milford ; and was, d(cordmw to the
general acceptation of the term, a very
good sort of woman.

~Their only son was the pride of botb

their hearts. TFrom his childhood the

liad mutually agreed he should never enter
the counting-house ; and, as 'money
O‘enf:rally smooths most dnﬁcultxes, he{
was, at the period this ~history com-
mences, a Colonel in the Guards: and |
it was too often repeated by his father, -

for it to be fomottcn by his friends,
tha;
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e allowed him a thousand pounds
'-‘a--qﬁéxrfher for his private expences, in-
dependent of his pay as an-officer; and
he was, at this time, upon the look-out
for a suitable country seat for this
idolized son. Hitherto none had been
advertised for sale, or been proposed by
his numerous acquaintance, of sufficient
consequence to engage his attention;
and as his son might reasonably expect
to marry some lady, who would bring
him such an appendage as her dowry, he
rather talked than acted in this busi-
ness. : '

~

. The Colonel, who was at this time
his father’s guest, was in his five-and-
twentieth year, and Iy no means a
bad figure; but of what signification
was that toa man, who was one day to
have more than halfa million at his
command, and who was in consequence
the tom, the rage, the magnet—in short,
the ne plus ultra of perfection, at least in

B5 e = the



' % ‘
6 - wINE DAYS WONDER.

the opinion of the inhabitants of

— Which place he always honoured Wi
a visit of a month or six weeks, once, and
sometimes twice, during the twelvemonth ;
spending the rest  of his time, either in
London, or at one or other of the most
fashionable iater-drinking places,

But to give our readers a convincing
_proof’ of the adoration with which the
merchant and his wife regarded this the
heir to all their fortunes, and of the
court which was paid them by the in-
habitants of , we will relate a trifling
incident, that occurred only a few days
previous to the one on which our history
. commences. ; !

The Colonel of course occupied the
best apartment in his father’s house ;
~ thewindows of which opened, on one side,
upon the extensive and well-laid-out
~ garden (upon which the Merchant, who
was dotingly fond of flowers, annually

T evnf‘nded
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}Wf the Ca, o, and the then Mayor v
J-0sed, for the still further accomm 3
dation ef ilic vlonel, having the stre
1 question unpaved! which was actual ¢
done thelfollou'no* day:—in such -est i
< mation vere the Mﬂ.fmds held by the ]
town's £3llcs,

Tittle move sanaing to be said 44

- Colonel Milford, except that there wa'
at this time, a report of a treaty of ma:

riage being on foot between him and .|
MISS Deloxame, the only daughter of

- Baronet of that name, one of the Mem

- bers for the Borough of -—, who was ar
heiress; and Wlth whom he expecte

would qualify him for standmo for tk
‘ Count), at the next general electlon. .

.Them was also ‘aﬁnot‘her Teport in ci
culation, of his having, a short tim |
before, experienced a severe disap |

: pointment |
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of trade ;
thoucrht only of' dettmv
. means, which frequently mduced him,

 for. the sake of an exorbitant puce; t
give long credlts, and the consequenc
was, that a statute of bankruptcy gene

" rally obliged« him to content himsel
with a crown in the pound.

‘His wife was, if possible, more grasping
and more avaricious "than himself, and
much fonder of news;  therefore Mrs
I\/Iardaret Lesham -was one Of hel Urea k
est ﬁ]emls- though to obtain her mtﬂ
gence, en‘&,wlly proved a small tax upo
her tea-chest.  Still while she in reality
gxatiﬁed her *inordinate curiosity, ,Sh
cla%ed her invitations to ‘the old gos .:I’
as acts of charity; nor was the eIy
_absolutely misapplied, Mrs. Hesham 10,
-abounding in the. crood thmos of tlr
world, ‘ :

.36"
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patrons Captams, who had gone to the
bottom - in the Bay of Blscay His
benevolence would therefore have put
the great man to the blush, had he
'understoocl the real meaning of the word
charity. But the unostentatious Wildham
represented himself to be a ‘great gainer,
by affording the widow and daughter
house-room ; since the mother officiated
as his housekeeper, and Catherine (the
daughter) having been bred a mantua-
" maker, more than earned her board, ac- .
cording to his account.

The Merchant therefore saw nothing
extraordinary iti what he did, and thought
his intention of  laying by something
to make the widow comfortable in her -
old age, no more than' what he should have
done in a similar situation; of course
“he found nothing to applaud in a line of 4
conduct we must hope was }ecmded 1
Heaven’s chancery. g
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Much to the good man’s honour,
Mrs. Ashby (the widow) was not the
mother of Catherine; but the regard.
“she bore her deceased husband, had made
her resolve that his daughter, by a former
wife, shoukl share her fortune, be it
what it might; and they had both
struggled with the most abject poverty,
before Wildham could induce the widow
to lay herself under obligations; she well
knew how to-appreciate ; as by her late
husband, she had had a son, who was
but three years’ oid, when his death
deprived both her and his c]ulclxen of
every means of suppmt

\

His vessel, of which he was in part
owner, being uninsured, when he was so
unfortunately lost, such a circumstance
would, it might have been supposed,
have raised a young and a very bandsome
_wldow many friends; but it was her -
misfortune to be a foreigner, Captain

Ashby having married her while waiting
for
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for a freight in the harbour of Cadiz—
at least such was the story ‘he told; and
soon after their return to England,
Mrs. Ashby, who did not speak a word
of English, was brought to bed of the
Son. : -

His father’s untimely death appearcd
#o have doomed her to come to the
pavish, as no one thought it incumbent
upon them to assist a person born in
‘Spain, who spoke broken English, and
was moreover of so reserved a temper, that
she had not made a single acquaintance
since her residence at ——; and all
Ashby bad ever told Mr. Milford re-
specting her, was, that she was the’
daughter of a clerk, in a Spanish' mer-
chant’s counting-house, with whom  he
had a pretty fortune, of which he gave
a convincing proof, by purchasing a
share of the vessel he commanded. It

therefore rather surprised the few, who
thought
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thought at all- about the unfortunate -

widow, that none of her Spanish friends
sent her any rélief after her husband’s

death, as her son had been christened -

Ferdinand, after some' of thew, they
supposed. :

For'a time, however, she concealed
her deep distress from every eye; and
* her 'son, in whom rested all her hopes,
grew a fine sturdy fellow, and was for-
tunate enough to a‘ttract\th.e notice of
Mr. Milford, who, in a  generous fit,
placed him. upon the foundation of the

grammar-school estublished i the town

of ——, which enabled his unfo:tunatP
: mother to maintain herself and Cathe-
rine, without exposing her misery ; and
the moment Ferdinand was able to write,
e daily earned 2 few pence in writing
letters for the sailors’ wives belonging
to that port, whose husbands, for his

father’s sake, frequently rewarded his .

industrious  endeavours by the gift of
abot*le
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a bottle of spirits, or some other equally
. acceptable present; by which means he
contributed, in no small degree, to the
support of his mother and sister.

Wildham had long feared that Mrs.
Ashby had preserved little or nothing out
of ‘the wreck of her husband’s fortune;
but the chilling reserve with which she
met his kind advances, added to the
embarrassment of his own affairs, rendered
" him for a time less observant of her
distresses. o

He became a bankrupt soon after
Ferdinand, having entered his four-
teenth year, bad been, according to the
established custom, dismissed ‘the school,
where he had certainly obtained all
the knowledge its masters had to im-
part to their scholars. What now,
therefore, was to become of the fine-
formed, handsome boy ?—DMr. Milfoid,
who considered himself as master of his
destiny, proposed binding him apprentice -

e to
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to one of his"Capt'tins' or taking him
anto his yard as a runner; but, stlangeg
to report, the nearly-starving Mrs.

Ashby was averse to both proposals;
and having no friend to consult re-
specting” her son, she, trusting to the
- known goodness of' Wildham’s lLeart,

waited upon him, and in a long and
private conference, made him acquainted
with the various particulars, which so
interested that good man in her behalf,

that the next week she, Catherine,

and Ferdinand became his inmates ;

and he informed Mr. Milford, ‘¢ that,

grateful as Mrs. Ashby must ever feel
for his kind imtentions towards her
son, she thought it her duty to send
him into Spain, before she suffered him
to adopt any profession ; as her relations
might be inclined to take the task of
providing for him upon themselves.”

Mr.
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regiment, which had been some time
quartered there, and who was going -
out private secretary to a Nobleman,
who had very recently been' appointed
Ambassador to the Court of Madrid ; and
vhose,\ servant, -belng averse to quitting
the kingdom, had given him warning
a few cTays prewous to his leaving ——.
‘Terdinand, having been eatly mstructed
in the Spamsh language by his mother,
had offered to supply his place, till he
could be better ﬁrovided; “and managed
matters so dexterously, that no one had
3 suspicion of his intentions, or could
- guess where he was gone; when h'is_'
mother received a letter from him,
dated Calais, in which he explained
his reasons for having taken so stlanwe'
a step; and, from that time to the.
present moment, though fourteen years
had elapsed since his departure, he
had ‘never been €lthCI‘ seen or heard of

af —=—.

These






