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4 HUMPHRY CLINKER. e
‘addreffed to her; and he did not fail to mingle
- them with religious refle@ions, touching free grace; |

knowing her biafs to methodifm, which he alfo
profefled upon a Calviniftical model.

For my part, I could not help thinking this |

#lawyer was not fuch an invalid as he pretended to-
be. T obferved he ate very heartily three times a,
day; and though his bottle was marked Stomachick
Tintture, he hadrecourfe to it fo often, and feemed
to fwallow it with fuch peculiar relifh, that I fuf-
petted itwas not compounded in the apothecary’s
fhop, or the chymift's laboratory. One day, whilel
he was earneft in difcourfe with Mrs. Tabitha, and i
his fervant had gone out on fome occafion or other, |
I dextroufly exchanged the labels and fituation of |
his bottleand mine ; and having tafted his tincture,
faund it was excellent claret. I forthwith handed
it about to fome of my neighbours ; and it was
quite emptied before Mr. Micklewhimmen had oc-
cafion to repeat his draught. At length, turning
about, he took hold of my bottle, inftead of his
own; and, filling a largeglafs, drank to thehealth -
of Mrs. Tabitha. It had fearce touched his lips,

“when he perceived the change which had been put
upon him, and was at firft a little out of counte- |
nance.  He feemed to retire within himfelf, in or-
der to deliberate ; and in half a minute his refolu- |
tion was taken. Addrefling himfelf to our quar- |
-ter—*¢ T give the gentleman credit for his wit,” faid ||
he; it was a gude praical joke : but fometimes |

4 joci i feria ducunt mala. 1 hope, for his own.:
fake, he has na drank all the liccor ; for it was a |
vara poorful infufion of jallop in Bourdeaux wine 5 |
as it’s poffable he may ha’ ta’en fic a dofe as will
produce-a terrible cataftrophe in his ain booels,’

By far the greater part of the contents had fallen |
to the fhare of a young:clothier from Leeds, who »
had conte to make a figure at Harrowgate, and was,
in-effect, a great coxcomb in his way. Itwas ‘with

: : a view




Bl HUMPHRY CLINKER. 5
w to laugh at his fellow-guelts, as well as to
fy the lawyer, that he had emptied the bottle,
when it came to his turn, and he had Jaughed ac-
cordingly : but now his mirth gave way to his ap-
p‘éelxen(ion. He began to {pity to make wry faces,
| apd writhe himfelf into various contortions. ¢ Damn
the tuff!’ cried hes ¢ I thought it had a villainous
~ewang! Pah! He that would cozen a Scot, mun get
oop betimes, and take Old Scrateh for his counfel-
Yor '—¢ In troth, mefter what-d’ye’ca'um,’ replied
the lawyer, ¢ your wit has run you into a filthy
yuddle £ I'm truly confarned for your waeful cafe.
The beft advice T can give you in fic a dilenma, is
to fend an exprels to Rippon for Doctor Waugh,
without delay; and, in the mean time, {wallow all
the oil and butter you can find in the hoofe, to de-
fend your poor (tomach and intaftins from the vil-
Tication of the particles of the jallap, which is varg
violent, even when taken in moderation.’

The poor clothier's torments had already be-
gun; he retired, roaring with pain, to his own
chamber ; the oil was*fwallowed, and the doctor
fent for; but before he arrived, the miferable pa-
tient hhad made fuch difcharges upwards and down-
wards, that nothing remained to give him farther
offence: and this double evacuation was produced
by imagination alone ; for what he had drank was

ennine wine of Bourdeaux, which the lawyer had

rought from Scotland for his own private ufe.
The clothier, finding the joke turn out fo expen-
fiye and difugreeable, quitted the houle next morn-
ing, leaving the triumph to Micklewhinuuen, who
enjoyed it internally, without any outward fidns of
exultation : on the contrary, he affected to pity the
‘young man for what he had fuffered ; and acquired
frefh credit from this fhew of moderation. :

It was about the middle of the night which fire-
“ceeded this adventure, that the vent of the kitchen-
chimney being foul, the foot took fire, and the
feYou in : B alarm
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: HUMPHRY CLINKER. 5
At that inftant, the landlord of the houfe called
" out with an andible voice, that the fire was extin-
guifhed, and the Jadies had nothing farther to fear.
This was a welcome note to the andience, and pro-
‘duced an immediate effect; the fhrieking ceafed,
land a confufed found of expoftulation enfued, I
conducted Mrs. Tabitha and my fifter to their own
chamber, where Liddy fainted away ; but was foon
brought to herfelf. Then I went to offer my fer-
wices to the other ladies, who might want affiftance.
They were all fcudding through the paffage to their
feveral apartments; and as the thoroughfare was
Tighted by two lamps, I had a pretty good obferva-
tion of them in their tranfit; but as moft of them
were naked to the finock, and all their heads
fhrouded in huge night-caps, I could not diftin-
guifh one face from another, though I recognizéd
i fome of their voices. Thefe were generally plain-
tive; fome wept, fome fcolded, and fome prayed.
1 lifted up one poor old gentlewoman, who had
been overturned and fore bruifed by a multitude of
feet; and this was alfo the cafe with the lame par-
fon from Northumberland, whom Micklewhimmen
had in his paffage overthrown, though not with
impunity ; for the cripple, in falling, gave him
fuch a good pelt on the head with his crutch, that
the blood followed.

As for the lawyer, he waited below till ithe
hurly-burly was over; and then ftole foftly to his
own chamber, from whence he did not venture to
make a fecond fally till eleven in the forenoon ;
when he was led into the public room by his own
iervant and anpther affiftant, groaning moft woe-
fully, with a bloody napkin round l\isg‘head. But
things were greatly altered; the felfifh bratality of
his behaviour on the ftairs had fteeled their hearts

{"againlt all his arts and addrefs. Not a foul offered
| 0 accommodate him with a chair, cufhion, or foot-

ool fo that he was abliged to fit down on a hard
' Bz =iy wooden



. HUMPHRY CLINKER. :
wooden bench. In that pofition, he looked around
with a rueful afpeét; and, bowing very low, faid
in a whining tone—¢ Your moft humble feryant,
ladies, Fire is a dreadful calamity I'—¢ Fire puri-
fies gold, and it tries friendfhip,’ cried Mrs. Ta-
bitha, bridling. ¢ Yea, Madam,’ replied Mickle-
whimmen, ¢ and it trieth difcretion alfo.—¢ 1f dif-
cretion confifts in forfaking a friend in adverfity,
vou are eminently poffeffed of that virtue,® refumed
our aunt. ¢ Na, Madam," rejoined the advocate,

well T wot, T cannot claim any merit from the *
mode of my retreat. Ye'll pleafe to obferve, la- |

dies, there are twa independent principles that ac-

tuate our nature. One is inftinét, which we have |

in common with the brute creation ; and the other

is reafon. Noo, in certain great emergencies, whem |

2e faculty of reafon is fufpended, infhinét takes the
Jead ; and when this predominates, having no affi~

- pity with reafon, it pays no fort of regard to its
conneltions ; it only operates for the prefervation
of the individual, and that by the moft expeditious
and effetual means; therefore, begging your par-
don, ladies, I’'m not accountable in foro confeientiz for

what I did while under the influence of this irre-
fiftible pooer.’ i

Here my uncle interpofing—¢ I fhould be glad to |
know,’ faid he, ¢ whether it wasinftinct that prompt=
ed you to retreat with bag and baggage; for I
think you had a poertmanteau on your fhoulder.” |
The lawyer anfwered, without hefitation—¢ Gif T
might tell my mind freely, without incurring the |
fufpicion of prefumption, I fhould think it was
fomething fuperior to either reafon or inftinét which -
fuggefted that meafure; and this on a twafald ac- |
coont. In ‘the firft place, the portmanteau con-
tained the writings of a worthy nobleman’s eftate;
and their being burnt would have ‘occafioned @ |
lofs that could not be repaired. Secondly, my good |
‘angel feems to have laid the portmantle’ on my

thoulders, |
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3 HUMPHRY CLINKER, 1
~ firipped, opens the door to the fea-ward, where he
-ﬁmjjs. the guide ready, and plunges headlong into
the water. After having bathed, he re-afcends
into the apartment by the fteps, which had been
fhifted for that purpofe, and puts on his cloaths at
his leifure, while the carriage is drawn back again
upon the dry land ; {o that he has nothing farther
to do but to open the door, and come down as he
went up. Should he be fo weak or o ill as to re-
‘quire a fervant to put off and on his cloaths, there ,
is room enough in the apartment for half a dozen
pegple. ‘The guides who attend the ladies in the
water are of their own fex ; and they and the fe-
male bathers have a drefs of flannel for the fea;
nay, they are provided with other conyeniencies for
the fupport of decorum. A certain number of the
machines are fitted with tilts, that project from the
- deaward ends of them, fo as to fcreen the bathers
Hrom the view of all perfons whatfoever. ‘The
beach is admirably adapted for this prattice, the
~defcent being gently gradual, and the fand foft as
velvet; but then the machines can be ufed only at
‘2 certain time of the tide, which varies every day :
{0 that fometimes the bathers are obliged to rife
very early in the morning. For my part, I love
fwimming as an exercife, and can enjoy it atall
times of the tide, without the formality of angappa--
ratus.. Youand T have often plunged together inte
the Ifis; but the fea is a much more noble bath, for
health as well as pleafure. - You cannot conceive
what a flow of fpirits it gives, and how it braces
every finew of the human frame. Were 1 to enu-~
merate half the difeafes which are every day cured
by fea-bathing, you might jufily fay you had re-
‘ceived a treatife, inflead of a letter, fronmyour at-
fectionate friend and feryant, =
. Scarborongh, July s, J. Melford.
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e To Dr. Lewis,

T zAvE not found all the benefit I expeted at
Scarborough, where I have been thefe eight days,
From Harrigate we came hither by the way of York,
where we ftaygd only one day to vilit the Calftle, the
Minfter, and the Aflembly-Room. The firft, which
was heretofore a fortrefs, is now converted into a
prifon, and is the beft, in alt refpeéls, I cver faw
at home or abroad. It ftands in a high f{ituation,
cxtremely well ventilated ; and has a {pacious area |
within the walls, for the health and convenience of
all the prifoners, except thofe whom it is nc-
ceflary to fecure in clofe confinement. Even thefe
laft have all the comforts that the nature of their
fituation can admit. Here the affizes are held, in a
gange of buildings eretted for that purpofe. :

As for the Minfter, T know not how to diftin-
guifh it, except by its great fize, and the height of
its {pire, from thofe other ancient chiirches in dif-
ferent parts of the kingdom which ufed to be called
monuments of Gothick architecture ; but it is now
agreed, that this ftile is Saracen rather than Go-
thick ; and T fuppofe it was firft imported int
England from Spain, great part of which was ur

. der the dominion of the Moors. Thefe Britifh ar-
.chiteéts who adopted this ftile, do not feem to have
confidered the propriety of their adoption. The
climate of the country poffefled by the Moors or
Saracens, both in Africa and .Spain, was fo ex-
ceedingly hot and dry, that thofe who built places |
of worfhip for the multitude, employed their ta-
lents in contriving edifices that thould be cool ;.
and, for this purpofe, nothing could be better
adapted than thofe buildings; vaft, narrow, dark,:
and lofty, impervious to the fun-beams, and having
little communfcation with the fcorched external at-
miofphere ; but ever affording a refrefhing coolnefs,
like {ubterranéan cellurs in the heats of fummer,:

, : ; or




HUMPHRY CLINKER. 13
‘or natural caverns in the bowels of huge moun-
tains. But nothing could be more prepofterous
than to imitate fuch a mode of architeéture in a
* country like England, where the climate is cold,
and the air eternally loaded with yapours; and
where, of confequence, the buildr‘s intention
fhould be to keep the people dry and warm. For
niy part, :I never entered the Abbey-church at
Bath but once, and the moment I ftepped over the
-threfhold, I found myfelf chilled to the very mar-
row of my bones. When we confider that, in our
churches in general, we breathe a grofs ftagnated
air, furcharged with damps from vaults, tombs,
and charnel-houfes, may we not term them fo ma-
ny magazines of rheums, created for the benefit of
the medical faculty; and fafely aver, that more
‘bodies are loft, than fouls faved, by going to’
church, in the winter efpecially, which may be faid
‘to engrofs eight months in the year. I fhould be
glad to know what oftence it would give to tender
confciences, if the houfe of God was made more
.comfortable, or lefs dangerous to the health of va-
letudinarians ; and whether it would not be an en-
couragement to piety, as well as the falvation of
many lives, if the place of worfhip was well floor-
ed, wainfcotted, warmed, and ventilated, and its
area kept facred from the pollution of the dead.
The praétice of burying in churches was the effect.
of ignorant fuperftition, influenced by kpavifh
priefts, who pretended that the devil could have no
power over the defunét, if he was interred in holy
ground ; and this, indeed, is the only reafon that
-can be given for confecrating all cemetaries, even
at this day. .

The external appearance of an old cathedral can-
not but be difpleating to the eye of every man who
has any idea of propriety and proportion, even
though he may be ignorant of architeCture as a
icience 5 and the long ilender {pire puts one in mmfd

: Q
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T4 HUMPHRY CLINKER.. !
of acriminal impaled, with a {harp ftake rifing up
through his fhoulder. Thefe towers, or fieeples,
were likewife borrowed from the Mahometans;
who, having no bells, ufed fuch minarets for the
purpofe of calling the people to prayers. They
may be of farﬁer ufe, however, for making obferva-
tions and fignals; but I would vote for their being
diftinCt from the body of the church, becaufe they
ferve only to make the pile more barbarons, or
Saracenical. : s
- There is nothing of this Arabic architecture in
the Affembly-Room, which feems to me to have
been built upon a defign of Palladio, and might be
converted into an elegant place of worfhip ; but it
is indifferently contrived for that fort of idolatry
which is performed in it at prefent. The grandeur
«0f the fane gives a diminutive effect to the little
painted divinities that are adored in it; and the |
company, on a ball-night, muft look like an affem-
bly of fantaftick fairies, revelling by moon-light |
among the columns of a Grecian temple.

Scarborough feems to be falling off in point of
reputation. All thefe places, Bath excepted, have!
their vogue, and then the fafhion changes. T am
perfuaded, there are fifty fpas in England as effi-
cacious and falutary as that of Scarborough, thengh
they have not yet rifen to fame; and, perhaps, ne- |
ver will, unlefs fome medical economift thould find |
an intereft in difplaying their virtues to the publick |
view. Be that as it may, recourfe will always be |
had to this place for the convenience of fea-bathing, |
while this praétice prevails; but it were t~ be wifhed |
they would make the beach more acceffible to in- |
wvalids. > ; ) s |

I have here met with my old acquaintance, H—, -
whom you have often heard me mention as one of
the moft original charafters upon earth. 1 firlk
knew him at Venice, and afterwards faw himuin dif-
ferent parts of Italy, where he was well l«':nownl by

; ¥ the o
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‘his paffage in a fhip bound for Leghorn, and his|

 conferred with M. dc Voltaire at Fernay, refumed his qld
- circuit at Genoa, and died iin 1767, at the houfe of Vanim

16 . HUMPHRY CLINKER. i
tangent to vifit fome trees at his country-houfe in _
England, which he had planted above twenty years -
ago, after the plan of the double colonnade in the
piazza of St. Peter's at Rome. He came hither to |
Scarborough, to pay his refpeéts to his noble friend |
and former pupil the M of G ; and, for-
getting that he is now turned of feventy, {acrificed fo
Tiberally to Bacchus, that next day he was fecized
with a fit of apoplexy, which has a little impaived
his memory ; but he retains all the oddity of his
charaCter in perfeétion, and is going back to Italy,
by the way of Geneva, that he may have a confe- |
rénce with his friend Voltaire, about giving the lalt
blow to the Chriftian fuperftition. He intends to
take fhipping here for Holland or Hamburgh; for |
it is a matter of great indifference to him at what
part of the contineat he firft lands. ol

When he was going abroad the laft time, he took:

baggage was actually embarked. In going down the
river, by water, he was by miftake put on board of
another veflel under fail; and, upon enquiry, un- |
derftood fhe was bound to Peterfburgh. ¢ Peterf-.
burgh! Peterfburgh!’ faid he; ¢ I don’t care if T
go along with you.” He forthwith ftruck a bargaia
with the captain; bought a couple of fhirts of the
mate, and was fafe conveyed to the court of Muf-
covy, from whence he travelled by land to receive
his baggage at Leghorn. He is now more likely
than ever to execute a whim of the fame nature; |
and I will hold any wager, that, as he cannot be
{uppofed to live much longer, according to the
cour(e of nature, his exit will be as odd as his life
has been extravagant.* . But,

* %
% This gentleman croffed the fea to France, vifited and

in Florence. Being taken with a fuppreflion of urine, he
refolved, in imitation of Pomponius Alticus, to take himfelf]
: 2

5
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: ~ HUMPHRY CLINKER. i a7
. But, to return from one humorift to another;
you muft know I have received benefit both from
the chalybeate and the fea, and would have ufed
| them Jonger, had not a moft ridiculous adventure,
‘by making'me the town-talk, obliged me to leave
| the place; forl cannot bear the thoughts of afford-
ing a fpectacle to the multitude. Yefterday morn-
ing, at fix o'clock, I went down to the bathing-
‘place, attended by my fervant Clinker, who waited
‘on the beach as ufual. - The wind blowing from the
north, and the weather being hazy, the water proved
{o chill, that, when I rofe from my firft plunge, I
‘could not help fobbing and bawling out from the
teffefts of the cold. Clinker, who heard me cry,
‘and faw me indiftinétly a good way without the
guide, buffeting the waves, took it for granted I
was drowning ; and, rufhing into the fea, cioathsagg,
all, overturned the guide in his hurry to fave his
mafter, I had {wam out a few ftrokes ; when, hear-
ing a noife, I turned about; and faw Clinker already
up to his neck, advancing towards me, with all the
wildnefs of terror in his afpet. Afraid he would
get out of his depth, I made halte to meet him ;.
when, all of a fudden, he feized me by one ear, and
dragged me, bellowing with pain, upon the dry
beach, to the aftonifhment of all the people, men,
‘women, and children, there affembled. ;

‘off by abftinence ; and this refolution he executed like an
ancient Roman. He faw company to thelaft, cracked his
jokes, converfed freely, and entertained his guefts with mu-
fick. On the third day of his faf, he found himfelfentirely
frecd of his complaint; but refufed taking fuftenance, He
faid the moft difagreeable part of the voyage was paft, and he
fhould be a curfed fool indeed to put aboutihip when hewas
jult entering the harbour. In thefe fentiments he perfifted,
without any marks of affe@ation; and thus finithed his
courfe with fuch eafe and ferenity, as would haye done ho-
_ Bour to the firmell ftoic of antiquity.
L S¥ior: 117 0y 1 was
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- I was fo exalperated by the pain of my ear, and |
the difgrace of being expofed in fuch an attitude,
that, in the fir(t tranfport, I ftruck him down ; then |
running back into the fea, took fhelter in the ma- |
chine, where my cloaths had been depofited. I
foon recollegted myfelf fo far as to do juftice to.
the poor fellow, who, in great fimplicity-of heart,

~ had atted from motives of fidelity and affettion.

»

Opening the door of the machine, which was im-

mediately drawn on fhore, I faw him {tanding by
the wheel, dropping like a water-work, and trem.
bling from head' to foot, partly from cold, and |
partly from the dread of having offended his mafter, |
T made my acknowledgments for the blow he had |
received, affured him 1 was not angry,, and infifted
upon his going home immediately to (hift hiscloaths; |
“a‘command which he could hardly find in his heart |
to execute, fo well difpofed was he to furnifh the|
mob with farther entertainment at my expence..
Clinker’s intention was laudable, without all doubt ;|
but, neverthelefs, I am a fufferer by his fimplicity. |
T have had a burning heat, and a {trange buzzing |
noife, in that ear, ever fince it was {o roughly treat- |
ed; and I cannot walk the ftreet, without being
pointed at as the monfter that was hauled naked
afhore upon the beach. Well, T affirm that folly
is often more provoking than knavery ; aye, and |
more mifchievous too: and whether a man had not/|
better chufe a fenfible rogue, than an honeft ﬁmpl'e-}q
ton, for his f{ervant, is no matter of doubt with
your's, |

Scarborough, July 4. - Matt. Bramble,

|

‘To Sir Watkin Phillips, Bart. of JefusCollege,Oxoni
* Dear Watt. ) M
W e made a precipitate retreat from Scarborough,

owing to the exceffivé delicacy of our fquire, wiio.

cannot bear the thoughts of being prefereuntiuns.
digilo nigaflratis, One
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One morning, while he was bathing in the fea,
his man Clinker took it in his head that his mafter
was in danger of drowning ;- and, in this conceit,
plunging into the water, he lugged him out naked
on the beach, and almoft pulled off his ear in the
operation. You may guefs how this atchievement
was relifhed by Mr. Bramble, who is impatient,
irafcible, and has the moft extravagant ideas of de-
cency and decorum in the &conomy of his own per-
fon. In the firft ebullition of his choler, he knock-
ed Clinker down with his fift; but he afterwards
made him amends for this outrage, and, in order
to avoid the farther notice of the people, among
whom this incident had made him remarkable, hLe
refolved to leave Scarborough the next day.

We fet out accordingly over the moors, by the
way of Whitby, and began our journey betimes, ins
hopes of reaching Stockton that night; but in this
hope we were difappointed. In the afternoon,
crofling a deep gutter, made by a torrent, the coach
was fo hard, ftrained, that one of theirons which
connett the frame fnapped, and the leather fling on

the fame fide cracked in the middle. The fheck
was fo great, that my fifter Liddy ftruek her head
againft Mrs. Tabitha's nofe with fuch violence, that
the blood flowed; and Win. Jenkins was darted
through a fmall window, in that part of the carri-
age next the horfes, where fhe ftuck like a bawdin
the pillory, till fhe was releafed by the hand of Mr.
Bramble.. We were eight miles diftant from any
place where we could be fupplied with chaifes, and
it was impoffible to proceed with the coach until
the damage fhould be repaired. In this dilemma,
‘we difcovered a black{mith’s forge on the edge of -
a fmall common, about half a mile from the {cene
of our difafter, and thither the poftilions made
fhift to draw the carriage flowly, whilft the:company
walked a-foot: but we found the blackfmith had
been dead fome days ; and his wife, who liad been
i s Cogri lately
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lately delivered, was deprived of her fenfes, under
the care of a nurfe hired by the parith. We were
exceedingly mortified at this difappointment; which, |
‘however, was{urmounted by the help of Humphry
Clinker, who is a furprizing compound of genins
and fimplicity. Finding the tools: of the defunét,
together with fome coals, in the fmithy, he un-
{crewed the damaged iron in a twinkling, and,
kindling a fire, united the broken pieces with equal
dexterity and difpatch. While he was at work |
upon this operation, the peor woman in the ftraw,
ftruck with the well-known found of the hammer
and anvil, flarted up, and, notwithftanding all the
nurfe’s efforts, came running into the {mithy 5 where
throwing her arins about Clinker's neck—¢ Ah,
Jacob,® cried fhe, ¢ how could you leave me in fuchi

a condition ?* : 3 ;
" This incident was too pathetick to occafion mirth;
it brought tears into the eyes of all prefent. .The
poor widow was put to bed again; and-we did not |
leave tlie village without doing fomething for her
benefit. Even Tabitha's charity was awakened on
this occafion. As for the tender-hearted Humphry .
Clinker, h€ hammered theiron and wept at the fame
time. But his ingennity was not confined to his |
own province of farrier and blackf{mith : it was ne-
ceffary to join the leather fling which had been
broke ; and this fervice he likewife performeds by |
means of a broken awl, which he new-pointed and |
ground ; a little-hemp which he fpun into lingels ;-
and a few tacks, which he made for the purpofe. |
Upon the whole, we were in a condition to proceed
“in little, more than one hour; but even this delay]
obliged us to pafs the night at Gifborongh. Next]
day we croffed the Tees, at Stockton, which is'a
“neat agreeable town ; and there we refolved to
dine, with purpofe to lie at Durham. PR

Whom fhould we meet in the yard, when we
alighted, but Martin the adventurer? Having
' handed
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oof quitting the kingdom altogether. It is upon this
alternative that I now beg leave to afk your advice.
1 have had information of all your route fince I had |
the honour to fee you at Stevenage ; and, fuppofing
you would come this way from Scarborough, I
came hither laft night from Darlington, to pay you
my refpects. i 4
< It'would be no difficult matter to provide you |
with an afylum in the country,’ replied my uncle ;
¢ but a lite of indolence and obfcurity would not
fuit with your ative and enterprifing difpofition. |
1 would therefore advife you to try your fortune in |
the Baft Indies. Iwill give you a letter toafriend |
in London, who will recommend you to the direc-
tors, fora commiflion in the company’s fexvice ; and |
if that cannot be obtained, you will at leaft be re-
‘ceived as a volunteer : in which cafe, you may pay
for your paffuge, and I fhall undertake to proeure
vou fuch credentials, that you will not be long
without a commiffion.’ : e
Martin embraced the propofal with great eager-
nefs : it was therefore refolved, that he fhould fell
his horfe, and take a paffage by fea for London, to
execute the projett without delay. In the mean
time he accompanied us to Durham, where we took
up our guarters for the night. Here, being fur-
nifhed with letters from my uncle, hetook hisleave
of us with ftrong fymptoms of gratitude and attach-
ment, and fet out for Sunderiand, in order to em-
bark in the firft collier bound for the River Thames.:
He had not been gone half an hour, when we were
joined by another charatter, which promifed fome-:
thing extraordinary. A tall, meagre figure, an-
fwering, with his horfe, the defcription of Don
Quixote mounted on Rozinante, appeared in the
‘twilight at the inn door, while my aunt and Liddy
“{tood at a window in the dining-room. He wore a
‘coat, the cloth of whicli had once been fcarlet,
trimmed with Brandenburghs, now totally deprivefd
) Chi.
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of theft metal ; and he had holfter-caps and houfing
of the fame Ruff and fame antiquity. Perceiving

" ladies at the window above, he endeavoured to dif-
“mount with the moft graceful air he could affumne ;
* but the oftler negleéting to hold the ftirrup,, when
_he wheeled off his right foot, and ftood with his
whole weight on the'ather, the girth unfortunately
f‘fa,ve way, the faddle turned, down came the cava-
lier to the ground, and his hat and periwig falling
i off, difplayed a head.piece of various colours,
‘patched and plaiftered ina woeful condition. The
Ja 'e‘?},‘at the window above, fhrieked with affright,
‘on the fuppofition that the firanger had received
fome notible damage in his fall ; but the “greateft
‘injury he had fuftained arofe from the difhonour of
his defcent, aggravated by the difgrace of expofing
the condition of his cranium ; for certain plebeidns
that were "about the door, laughed aloud, in the
belief that the captain had got either a fcald head,
or a broken head, both equally opprobrious.
He forthwith leaped up in a fury, and {natching
one of his piftols, threatened to put the oftler to
* death, when ancther fquall from the women check-
ed his refentment.  He then bowed to the window,
while he kiffed the butt end of his piftol, which he
replaced ; adjufted his wig in great confufion, and
Jed his horfe into the {table. By this time I had
come to the door, and could not help gazing at the
firange figure that prefented itfelf to my view. He
would have meafured above fix feet in height, had
he ftood upright ; but he ftooped very much; was
| very narrow in the fhoulders, and very thick in the
calves of his legs, which were cafed in black fpat-
terdaflies. ~ As for his thighs, they were long and
flender, like thofe of a;grafshopper ; his face wasat
Jeaft halfa yard in length, brown, and fhrivelled,
with projetting cheek-bones, little grey eyes, on
the greenith hue, a large hook-nofe, a pointed chin,
a mouth from ear to ear, very il mrmthed-wllth
: ! teeth,
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teeth, and a high narrow forchead, well furgowed

with wrinkles. ~ His horfe was exaltly in the fiyle
ol it’s rider ; a refurrection of drybones, which (as
‘we afterwards learned) he valued exceedingly, as
the only prefent he had ever received in his life.
Having feen this fayourite fleed properly accom-
modated in the ftable, he fent up his compliments.
to the ladies, begging permiffien to thank them in
perfon for the marks of concern they had thewn at
his difafter in the court-yard. As the fquire faid
they could not decently decline his vifit, he was
{hewn up ftairs, and paid his refpects in the Scotch
dialect, with much formality. ¢ Laddies,” faid he,.
s perhaps ye may be fcandaleezed at the appearance.
my heed made, when it was uncovered by accident ;-
but T can affure you the condition you faw itin,. is
neither the effefls of difeafe nor of drunkennefs; -
but an honeft fcar received in the fervice of my
country. He then gave us to underftand, that hav-
ing been wounded at Ticonderago in America, a |
party of Indians rifled him, fcalped him, broke his
{kull with the blow of a tomahawk, and left him for,
dead in the field of battle; but that being after-
wards found with figns of life, he had been cured in
the French hofpital, though the lofs of fubftance
could not be repaired 5 fo that the fkull was left
naked in feveral places, and thefe he covered with
patches. ; Vel
- There 15 no hold by which an Englithman is
fooner taken than that of compaffion. We were
immediately interelted in behalf of this veteran.
Even Tabby’s heart was melted ; but our pity was -
warmed with indignation, when we learned,: that
in the courfe of two fanguinary wars, he had been
wounded, maimed, mutilated, taken, and enflaved,
without ever having atrained a higher rank than
that of a lieutenant. My uncle’s eyes gleamed; and
his nether lip quivered, while he exclaimed——¢ [
vow to God, Sir, your calg is a reproach to the
A e s e S e ~ fervice.
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fervice. 'The injulltice you have met with is fo fla~ -
| grant—" ¢ I muft crave your pardon, Sir,” cried the
other, interrupting him ; ¢ I complain of no injuf-
tice. T purchaled an enfigncy thirty years ago ;
and, in the courfe of fervice, rofe to be a lieute-
nant, according to my feniority.’—¢ But in fuch a
length of time,’ refumed the {quire, ¢ you nmift have
feen a great many young officers put over your
head.'—¢ Neverthelefs,” faid he, ¢TI have no caufe
to murmur. They bought their preferment with
theirmoney. I had no money to carry to market;
| that was my misfortune ; but nobody was to blame.”
—¢ What | no friend to advance a fum of money?’
faid Mr. Bramble. ¢ Perhaps, I might have bor-
rowed money for the purchafe of a company,’ an-
fivered the other; ¢but that loan mnufthave been
refunded ; and I did not choofe toincumber myfelf
with a debt of a thoufand pounds, to be paid from
an income of ten fhillings a day.’—¢ So you have
fpent the beft part of your life,” cried Mr. Bram-
ble, ¢ your youth, your blood, and your conftitu-
tion, amid(t the dangers, the difficulties, the hor-
rors, and hardfhips'of war, for the confideration of
three or four fhillings a day; a confideration—"
¢ Sir,” replied the Scot, with great warmth, ¢ you
are the man that does me injuftice, if you fay or
think I have been aétuated by any fuch paltry con-
fideration. I am a gentleman; and entered the
fervice as other gentlemen do, with fuch hopes and
fentiments as honourable ambition infpires. 1f I
lave not been lucky in the lottery of life, {o neither
do I think myfelf unfortunate. I owe no man a
farthing;; I can always command a clean fhirt, a
mutton-chop, and a trufs of firaw ; and when 1
die, I fhall leave effetts fufficient to defray the ex-
pence of my burial.? -~
. My uncle alfured him, he had no intention to
. give him the leaft oftence, by the obfervations he
had made ; but, on the contrary, fpoke from a
fentiment






