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CHAPTER 1.

The way fo get Married, |

-LADY Buckhurst continued so long in-
sensible, that Mrs O’Rouke unable to re-
‘vive her by means of a smelling bottle
~ which she drew from her own pocket, rang
the bell, and on the appearance of John,
requested a glass of cold water for his
lady.

John, who had perceived his lady Iy—
ing senseless upon the floor, ran down into
the kitchen, exclaiming, « That there was
an old Irish creature above stairs with his
mistress, who looked more like a devil than
a woman, and who had been saying, or
doing something to her, wh1ch ha,d thrown
herinto a fit”,
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2 ' HUMAN BEINGS.

The alarm being thus communicated to
the servants, quickly reached Sir Benjamin,
who accompanied them to the drawing
room, which they reached just 'as ' her
Ladyship had begun once more to open
her eyes. : '

To Sir Benjamin’s inquiry of what was
‘the matter with his wife ? which was di-
reted to Mrs. O’'Rouke as the apparent
cause of her illness, « Oh ’tis nothing but
joy; only her joy and satisfattion to be
told that she is the mother of her own
sweet daughter,” she returned.

This declaration was wholly unintelligi-
ble to Sir Benjamin ; and as he was on the
point of replying to it, the sound of his
Wife’s voice turned his attention from Mirs.

O’Rouke to her. &

‘ <« Oh me ! dear Sir Benjamin !” exclalmed
Lady Buckhurst, “it can’t be, it can’t be
that Amica ain’t my daughter, wmy own dear
Amy Dimick !—no, no, I won’t believe
it ; and this here woman says that my
daughter is—Oh I can’t speak hex name——I
can’t speak her name !”

“ Her name is the very same name ‘that
ghe was born by,” said Mis. o’ Rouke, “on-
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1y *tis another now, because it hasbeen chang-
ed by ‘wedlock.—-That’s all, my dear,” turns
ing to Sir Benjamin as she spoke.

“Don’t, dear me, woman,” retorted = Sir
Benjamin, < I know nothing about you; I
never saw you before in my life that I remem-
ber ;—what do you dear me for ?”

« Well, be aisy” returned Mrs. O’Rouke
in a snappish tone, “I’'m not after claim-
ing any affettion from you; it is only a bit
of the brogue that slips off my tongue’s end
when I am speaking arnestly ;—but to be

. sure,” softening her voice again, ¢ your

honor ‘is not after pretending to forget to
remember  Kathleen O’Rouke, though ?”
- 'The Knight gave her a look which any
cominon understander of signs would easi- '
1y have comprehended to mean, that however
they might have been acquainted elsewhere,
he did not choose to acknowledge her as am
acquaintance there :—But however the look,
did not produce the desired effeci of stop-
ping 'the volubility of Mrs. O’Rouke, she
continued.

“ Well, well, if we ain’t,ac-quamted NOW;
we shall be this minute, for the young wo-
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i & HUMAN BEINGS.

‘man that you used to believe to be mydaugh-
ter, because I adopted her when she was
friendless and deserted, is now fully prov-
ed and convicted to be the lawful child of
your honor’s own Ladyship.”

Sir Benjamin had undoubtedly, as has al-
ready been hinted, been more than once a
customer for his gloves at the shop m Old
Bond-Street, which was nominally Ms,
Flap’s; accordingly he was well ac-
quamted who it was that had hltherto pass-
ed for the daughter of Mrs. O’ Roule ; and
judging that whether the strange declara-
tion she had just made were proved to have
any truth in it, or not, it was adviseable not
to retain the servants as witnessess to the ex-
planation for which he saw his wife natural-
Iy and violently impatient, he direcied thenr
to leave the room. Lok

"F'ie moment the door was closed upon the
domestics, Lady Buckhurst repeated her in-
credulity relative to Amica’s not being her
real” dauglter, and aeccused Mrs. _O’Rouke
of having some sinister motive in view, in
the at't,em}:rts she was making to gain her cre-
dit to an opposite opinion, “ You want to
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get some money out of re to make you hold
your tongue, asyou think,” exclaifhed her
Ladyship, “but I see through your WICked_
design, andI won’t be imposed upon.”

Theword wicked, most violenily discon-
certed the honorable Irish woman, °and
with a thundering oath to prove her inno-
_cence, she said, “ I say your daughter s Mrs.
Block.” '

« Block !—what do you mean by that ?”
cried Sir Benjamin, “there is a hole in your
‘ballad already; you said Murs, Flap was'
her Ladyship’s daughter this minute.”

“ And.did not T say likewise this minute,
thatshe had changed her name in holy wed-
lockk * éxclaiméa Dars. O i’o {k , ',_,vami H
‘hope there is no disgrace in that; but you
may have a neaver guess at that yourself, for
you have beenlonger acquainted with her hus-
- band than I have.” :

- “I acquainted with her husband ?* echo-
ed the Knight.

“ You ain’t going to be after fmgemnv to
remember Mr. Jarvis Block too are you, in
‘the same manner as you were going to sarve
~poor Kathleen; are you ?” enquued Mirs.
O’ Rouke.

B 3



6 HUMAN BEINGS.

e Jarvis Block married . to Mis, Flap L
ejaculated Sir Benjamin in surprise; it was
‘not, however, with equal surprise that his lady’
‘heard this piece of information, as she had
already received the intelligence from tiie
fountain head on leaving Covent Garden
theatre a few nights before ;—our readers oo,
we suspect, may have guessed this to be the
case some time before Lady Buckhurst knew
such an event to have taken place ; in order
therefore that we may proceed regularly with
our history, we shall beg permission to dedi-
cate a few pages to the couriship of this
amiable couple, and the circumstances which
attended their nuptials, a knowledge of which
will be found a necessary key to lhe tale
which our readers will be called upon to
listen to from the lips of Mrs. O’Rouke.
The circumstance of Jarvis Block’s intro-
duttion to a female at Lady Dellaval’s mas-
querade, whom he foundin the chamber into
which he ran to escape quizzing, is proba-
bly not forgotten ; and we judge it equally
probable that some of our keen-sighted rea-
ders may long ago have conceived this fe-
male to be Mrs. Flap; however, whatever
may have been their sentiments upon the

(&



HUMAN BEINGS. 7
business, our own time is now come for de~
claring, that notwithstanding Sidoey Val-
‘mont’s assertion to Maurice Stanton, that
there were none but women of charaéter at
the féte, Mrs. Flap it was—Valmont, how-
ever, was thus far justified in his assertion,
‘that no others had received tickets from her
Ladyship ; but women of Mrs. Flap’s stamp
have always friends'in the lower, as well as
in the upper house of most families; and
through the interest of Lady Dellaval’s but-
ler, who ranked in the list of Mrs, Flap’s
friends of this description, she was admitted
to a sight of the evening’s revelry. -

Having mixed for neatly two hours with
tha-companys awiias SIECh ek mask had
concealed her from their knowledge; by the
favour of ®frs. Archer, who cast an eye of
love at the butler, and was, therefore, willing
to accommodate his friends, Mrs, £lz2 w22
admitted to a chamber in order to divest her-
self of her masquerade habit, and equip her
person for returning home : whilst thus em-
ployed, in burst upon her, as has already
been related, Jarvis Block: she addressed
him ;—he replied—and finding him to bean
utter stranger to the ways of the great city,.

® 4 : :
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8 HUMAN BEINGS.

she 'reg@rded Bt s one from whose ac~
quaintance she might derive some profit, and
therefore made an offer of procuring for him
a change of dress, and escorting him back to
the rooms of entertainment, judging that
with adroit manaéement, '\shf' would not be a
loser by her pains.

Block in the relation he made of that
evening’s occurrence to Sidney Valmont and
Maurice Stanton, has said, that his fair in-
cognita left him for a few minutes, during
which she addressed herself to a mask habited
in a black domino, and that on her retura to
him, she called him by kis name; this mask
was no other than Colonel Buckhurst, whom
Mrs. Flap vecoguised notwithstanding his
disguise, and to whom she felt no reluétance
to discover her being where <l,¢ was ; and he
informed her that Ler beau was Mr. Block.

- Now nttle as Jarvis Block might suppose
himself to be known in the world of fashion-
aﬁles, the fame of his empty head, and full
purse, had still reached the lounging rooms
of Mrs. Flap, where every article of scandal
and news was discussed, if it originated ia
fruth; and if it were a fabulous creation,
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nine tlmes out of ten. in these rooms it Was',
fabricated.

Upon ]earmng from the Colonel w1th
whom she was so extraordinarily become ac-
quainted, it immediately entered the plotting
brain of Mrs. Flap, that whether she failed
or succeeded in her attempt, it was at least
worth her while to try whether she could not
turn her introduétion to Jarvis Block to a.
better account than merely a?ny trivial remu=
neration which he might make her fora few
- hours pleasantly spent in her society; ac-
© cordingly keeping close to hisside, and using
her time to advantage, by inspiring him with
the idea that she was of no mean rank,” and
extremely charmed with him; she with re-
gret received the signal for her: departure in
the throwing open of the supper rooms, 1n
which she durst not venture to, appear, and
was therefore obliged to. make a prec1p1tate
escape for that night from her admirer.

Mr. Block on his return home on the
evening of that day on which be had com-
municated his adventure at the masquerade
to Sidney Valmont and Maurice Stanton, re-
ceived a note which bore on it the two-penny
post mark ; it was the hard of a Iady he per-

B &
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10 HUMAN BEINGS.
ceived, and on breajliing the seal he found
“the contents to be the-e,

SUSTH),

« T promised %you last night at Lady Del-
¢ Javal’s masquerade, as how you should see
“ me agin—as a woman of oner, I am bound
“to keep my word, so inform you that I
«live at No. —, Old Bond-street, where
« you . has ‘my permission to call on me, Sir,

« Your servant,
« CeciLta CapoGan.”

Mr. Block was in raptures with this epis-
tle ; he was not himself so correét either in
his spelling, or style of composition, as par-
ticularly, if at all, to remark the inaccuracies
of his correspondent; and on the following
morning about one o’clock, he proceeded to

i fpay her a visit; the number to which he

was dizeGted in Old Bond-street, he found
upon a door which he did not suspeét to
form a part of the adjoining dwelling, which
was a milliner’s shop.

On delivering his name to a servant in
livery, who opened the door, he was shewn
into an apartment'on the first floor, elegantly

.
? o



HUMAN BEINGS. 11

farnished, where he was received by Mis.
Flap, who introducec. him to an elderly fe-
male who sat nettinog by the fire, as her
mother, the Countess of Cadogan; a title in.
which it will be easily .guessed that Mrs.
O'Rouke, like the jay in peacock’s feathers,
had dressed herself.

Jarvis Block was by no means the man to
strip her of them; he was delighted with the
attentions and civilities of the old lady ; and
“charmed into the most violent passion by the
affability and accomplishments of the young

one. — Matters continued in this state
for nearly a week, during which period
Block had paid them two morning visis, and
as often sipped Souchong ‘with them in an
evening, when he proposed escorting them
‘to the play.—Miss Cecilia declared herself
willing to be guided by her mamma ; and
the Countess declined his offer in a manner
which induced him to believe it only wanted
to be pressed to be accepted.—Accordingly
he repeated his invitation, and whilst he was
thus employed; Cecilia left the room. :
When she was gone, the pretended Coun-
tess said, < That Mr. Block must pardon
what she was going to say ;—that she was.
B 0
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sartain as far as her opinion went, that he
appeared in every respect a gentleman, and a
man of honour; but that still as he was only

an acquaintance promiscuously made by her

daughter at a masquerade, she could not con-

sent that Cecilia should go into public with

him, till he had explained to her what were
the motives of his constant visits to their
lodgings.”

Mr. Block replied, «“ That he was glad the
conversation had led to an explanation of
those motives: that he should be one of the
happiest men alive, if the beautiful Miss
Cadogan would accept him as her hus-
band.” ‘

The Countess replied, « That the propo-
sition was very hasty ; but that she had re-
ceived a most favourable report of Mr.
Block’s charaéter and ecircumstances from
some of her friends, of which,” she said,
< she had taken care to apprize herself, pre-
viously to permitting her daughter to address

‘to him the note which he had about eight

days ago received from her; and that there-
fore she could only say, that the decision of

his fate must rest entirely with Cecilia her-
self.”
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Block answered,  That he flattered him-
self the young lady did not see him with per-
feét indifference ; and begged of her mother
to become the mediator of his cause.”

The delicate Countess replied '« that she
must decline that office, as in case of a refusal
on the part of her daughter, she wished him
to be fully persuaded that she had not been
‘prejudiced one way or the other by her ad-
vice,” and then added, “ I will ring the bell
and send word to my daughter, that I wish
her to come down'stairs again; and when
she enters, I will give you the opportunity
you desire, by leaving you alone with her.”

Jarvis Block with uncontrolled thankful-
ness and joy, rose to ring the bell for her;
the Countess desired him to desist a moment
loniger ; she wished to tell him, she said, that
she was a parson of the same honour of which
she found him to be; that therefore she
must candidly inform him, that she had no-
thing to give her daughter during her life
time, and liétle at her death ;—she was to be
sure a Countess, but she was the dowager
-Countess of the family; her husband who
had been in the army had made but slender
savings, either from his hereditary 1ncome or

Q



14 HUMAN BEINGS,

his profession, and had not left her more than
would enable her to support herself comfort-
ably as a widow in the style in which it was
‘consistent for a woman of her rank to live.””

The unsuspicious Jarvis received all her
declaration as gospel, and telling her that he
had enough of his own, that all he wanted
with a wife were a few such acecom plish-
ments as singing and dancing, and genteel
dressing, in which e considered Miss Cecilia
to excel, he should be proud to maintain her
in a handsome style, and open his door with
a hearty welcome to her mother, as often as
she chose to visit them at Worthing.

The bell was now pulled ; and the Coun-
tess rose to leave the room immediatel y upon
her accomplished daughter’s entering it;
Jarvis and she being left together unrestrain-
ed by the observation of a third person; a
few short sentences served him to disclose his
-affeClion, and  his liberal intentions concern-
ing her, if she vouchsafed to become his
wife ; and the lady, with a very well aéted
imitation of a modest and diffident air, con-
fessed that he had won her heart from the
first moment of her beholding him, and con-
sented to-make the experiment of wedlock,.

C
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Jaryis was in raptures; he even ventured

to seal the bond with a kiss fervently im-

printed upon her rosy lips; and as no scan-
dal could now attach itself to their being seen
in public together, the Countess consented to
accompany them to the plav.—But alas! in
the evening she was seized with so violent a
head-ache, as prevented her from keeping
her promise; and even now, thouglrl‘they
were acknowledged lovers, her Ladyship
said, she did not consave it decorous to suffer
her daughter to be seen in public with Mr.

‘Block, unshielded by her protective wing ;

and therefore the fond pair were oblig&d to
pour forth their sighs in the drawing-room,
nstead of the theatre.

It had been as necessary a picce of finesse
in Mrs. O’Rouke (we beg her pardon, ‘the
Countess Cadogan) to consent to the play
going scheme, as to prevent its being put
into execution.—Had Jarvis Block there met
any of his friends, who happened at the
same time to be the friends of Mrs. Flap,
the chances appeared infinitely in favour of
a precipitate destruétion of her daughter’s
hopes—the only secure method therefore
was to prevent the possibility of such an un-
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fortunate rencontre ; and to thisend the apo-
logy of the head-ache was successfully call-
ed in. : :
The Countcsss head-ache proved a very
obstinate one; the many little- medicines
which she professed herself for several days
to be taking were insufficient to remove 11
.and as she could net be prevailed upon tor
cuffer the indecorura of her daughter's going
alone into public with Mr. Block tll after
their marriage; and as there appeared to
Mr. Block very little chance of her being
shortly able to accompany them ; he pressed
for the marriage to take place immediately.

Mus, O’Rouke used every argument shé:
could devise to prevail upon the impatient
Jover to defer his nuptials till he was able to
leave town, which he had informed her his
business would for another fortnight prevent
his doing; and when she found that he con-
tigued resolute in not delaying the period of
his happiness, she informed him, that he
must ‘provide apartments to take his  bride
‘to, as it was not in her power fto offer them
a bed in the lodgings she was now in; as
_she was in possession of only one chamber,
(except those occupied by her servants) iny

€
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which she and her daughter slept together,
The expence of handsome lodgings for a
fortnight, was another feather in Block’s
_estimation of expences, so this point was
quickly settled.

“ Where would his Cecilia wish her lodg-~
ings to be situated?” was the next inquiry of
the accommodating lover; and she replied
“That she thought if he could' succeed in
vrocuring apartments in any of the environs,
it might be of infinite service to her mother’s
neaith to accompany them thither:” Block

_agreed with her in opinion, utterly unsuspi-
cious of the concealed cause by which she
was actuated in making this request; namely

: : o
that of keeping herself e ratived ac nassihly

from an exposure of her real rank and cir-
cumstances, znd the next day he procured
pleasant accommodations at Islington.
Having provided a habitation for his bride,
Block immediately procured a licence, and
all the marriage ceremonies folloaved in regu-
lar succession except the honey-moon, which
the perversity of the fates by which the bride-
groom’s life was regulated doomed to conti-
nue only three days; on the Jast of which, as

2v
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e was entering the door of his lodgings, he
was stopped‘by two men, who inquired if his
name was not Jarvis Block? He unsuspi-
ciously replied in the affirmative, and they.
then produced a bill of seventy pounds due
to a wine-merchant, of which they demanded
from him the payment.

In the greatest astonishment he denied all
knowledge of such /a debt, and asked upon
what grounds they made the demand: One
of the men replied, « That every husband was
responsible for the debts of his wife, and that
the money was due to his employer from Mrs,
Block.” Jarvis cast bis eye over the bill, and

perceived that the first line ran thus, “ Mrs,
Flan debter 55 Mi Bherte et What dg
you mean by my wife?” he exclaimed; ¢ the
debtor’s name in this bill is Flap: my wife's
maiden name was Cadogan.”

I know nothing about her maiden name,”
replied one of the strangers;  she was NVirs.
Flap long enough before you married her.
She has humbugged us out of our money for
the last three years. by pretending that her
husband was alive in America, upon which
account we bad no right to touch her person;

L
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but it is plain enough now, since she is mar-
ried to you, that she only tricked us, and that
he is either dead, or that she never was his wife
‘at all.”

Mr. Block persisted in his story, and his
informers in theirs, In great consternation
. the bridegroom ran to seek his wife, and
inquire into the true state of the case. Her
eloquent mother took upon herself the expla-

nation: she said, © That her deughter had
been so unfortunate asto have been the wife
of a first husband, whose name had been Flap;
-and of which marriage she had not informed
him, becase Mr. Flap had turned out a very bad
man, who had used her daughter extramely ill,
 and that it gave Cecilia great pain even to this
moment to hear him mentioned; and that she
had on that account taken her maiden name
again the moment of his death.”

Jarvis was not a little surprised by this
account of his dear Cecilia having been a
widow, previously to her becoming his rib;
but more intent at this moment upon the
* business depending than the knowledge he
had so unexpettedly gained, he proceeded to
inquire, ¢“ On what account the wine-bill was
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drawn in her name, and not in that of her
late husband?” :

“The reply was, “ That she had been always
in the habit of conduéling the house-keeping,
and' that  therefore the ariicles had been or-
dered in her name.’ /

< Bui they were ordered during the hfc- ]
time of your husband, were they not?” asked
Block. :

« Of that,” she replied, ““she could not be,
cerlain, as her husband had died abroad, and
she could not exallly ascerlain when; and
thus had ordered whatever she had purchased.
in the name of Flap, till Wll‘nm a few wecks .
of the present time,”

Ts the great disquictude-of hisimind, poor-
Block perceived that there were some secrels
in the history of his wife; but not so very
uniettered in the ways of the world as to
believe that his unioa with a widow could
make him accountable fo1 the debts of that

widow’s first husbaed, he peremptorily re-
fused to pay the bill.

 The two men, one of whom was the friend

of Mr. Oporto, and the other: an attorney

employed by him, departed with reluGtance,



HUMAN BEINGS: 21
and in the afternoon Mr. Block was served
with a writ to appear on the following morn-
ing and answer to the debt.

<« Ag matters are,” said Mrs. O’'Rouke,
¢« 1 would advise you to pay the bill, if they
were not tolerably secure that they had justice
_ on their side, they would not dareto send you
a writ: and if the ation is commenced, 1t
will only add considerably to the expence:
you know when you made your first pro-
posals to me about Cecilia, “you told me you
had plenty of money.” '

Block did not atall like this remark on the
part of the pretended Countess: it strength-
ened his suspicions that he was not acquainted
with the whole of hers or of his wife’s charac-
ters, and he said, “If I have ever so much
money, I shan’tspend it in such a foolish way
as that. My wife must inform me at what
church she was married to her first husband,
and I shall procure a copy of the marriage
certificate from the register, which I doubt
not will be sufficient to release me from all
obligation of paying her debts.”

Mis. Block said she had been married to
Mr. Flap at Saint James’s church,






