
 



 



TO 

HENRY, EARL OF MULGRAVE, 

VISCOUNT NORMANBY, 

BARON MULGRAVE, 

KNIGHT GRAND CROSS OF THE MOST HONOURABLE 

ORDER OF THE BATH, 

0, 60. 00. 

My Lorp, 

As the following work treats much of 

independence of mind, and of the effects which 

ambition produces upon the heart and character 

of man, I know not ‘that I can ask a better 

grace for it, than to be allowed to inscribe it to 

‘one who has run through so great a career as



Vi ; _ ATION, 

your Lordship, reapiug from it nothing but 

honour. But though Ihave been a witness to~ 

the devotion of your life to public duty, per- 

haps no part of it inspired me with more ad- 

miring respect, than the disinterested manner in 

which, after so ably administering your power, 

you voluntarily laid it down. Surrounded by — 

the friends of your love, and who give you all 

their veneration in return, you are a happy 

example of the better sort of ambition treated 

of in this work. 

T have other reasons, of private attachment, 

which make me not less elad to profit by an 

opportunity of marking my pact respect for 

your virtues: but with these, however they 

may influence individual feeling, the world 1s 

not concerned.



 



PREFACE. 

Tuar. species of literary composition called 

the Novel has been carried to so consummate 

a pitch of perfection during the last-twenty or 

thirty years, that, in its power of delineating, 

exciting, or soothing the human heart, it almost 

rivals the Drama itself. True, the Novel must 

ever want that great advantage of the Drama, 

which the name of the latter implies,—that of 

representing by action; and it is also inferior, 

inasmuch as it never can soar into poetry. This, 

however, cannot be done even by Rhetoric, with 
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Ry PREFACE, 

the actions, of men. He, indeed, is either more 

or less than man, who has not at one time or 

other, felt its power. It, therefore, generally 

shows itself by producing great situations, end- 

ing in great events. . 

And yet those who expect such events and 

situations here—who look for the consequences 

of ambition, as they appeared. in the prominent 

characters of history, such as Cesar, or Crom- 

well, Wolsey, or Richelieu, Buckingham, or 

the Guises—will be disappointed : for the tale, 

though not of the present, is comparatively of 

modern times; and of a civilized nation; and 

‘the effect of high civilization, like that of po- 

liteness in private life, is to reduce every thing 

as much as possible to a smooth surface and to 

comparative tranquillity. In times like these, 

there can be no yery dazzling or overpowering 

virtues; no very atrocious crimes to record 5 

in such times, we should in vain wish with 

Sallust, “‘preclari facinoris famam querere.”- 
>
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