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indiscretions : also, on the infinite im-

portance of such amiable and revered cha-

racters as Sally’s excellent Curate, when

stationed among the uncultivated inhabi-

tants of rude and populous villages ; having
enjoyed a pleasant journey, our amiable

inseparables arrived at St. Alban’s, much
renovated in health, refreshed in spirits,

and reinstated in those essentially-deemed

acquirements—the charms of their per-
sons.  They found the Earl of Hankering,

and Sir William Vacant, arrived just

before them ; who were received, by his

lordship with the sincerest pleasure; and

the baronet with an interesting attention,

not less gratifying to him, than surprising

to the earl.

After taking a short walk while dinner
was preparing, the party had returned,
and were conducted into an elegant room
up stairs. Soon, howev:erJ an awkward
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circumstance was on the point of oceur-
ing, which, most probably, would, in a
minute, have undone all those little plea-
sing labours which Nature had been ex-
erting herself in eﬁ'ectmg—-durmg ‘the
period of a whole month.

The cioth was laid, and the party was
In momentary expectation of seeing the
dinner make its welcome appearance, when
they, certainly, heard a noise upon the
stairs, though they, none of them, paid
any attention to it; happening, at the
- moment, to be looking through the win-
- dow into the gatden, and talking about

Bank-Top. '

It had so fallen out, that some drovers,
driving cattle through the town for the
Monday’s markét at Smithfield, were
beating one of their beasts very severely,
for being refractory, on which the poor

- p o "
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animal ‘broke from the drove=tossed one
of the wretches, and, running up the mn-
yard, mounted the open staircase, to 'the
no small éistoﬁlishm&éht of all who' saw hitn.
Not inclined to ‘confine himself to the
landing-place at the head of the stairs, the
beast had actually assumed a position for
forcmg the door of the room in which our
party was ; when the chamber- maid, run-
ning out of an adjoining room, drew his"
__attention to her, at whom he instantly
 made ‘a tun; but, missing her, burst
DISEn‘mf:’he“door of an apartment, in which
were two gentlemen, just seated at table
to their ‘diniier, while their horses were
changing. Fortunately for the gentlemen,
they effected their escape unhurt ; but,
the table being 6'ver‘turne‘d, the fish ‘was
~ spoiled by the fall; ‘and the beast, by
treading on the roasted fowl; had rendered
that equally unserviceable. With the as-
sistance’ of $ome butchers, - the drovers

.
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soon got the poor animal safe down stairs;
and tranquillity was resuming: her- seat,
when the sight of an elegant dinner passing

by 4he two, gentlemeny not only remmded :

them of their recent loss, but absolute,lv
communicated an increase of appetite !
Nothing else was ready at that instant
and they could not wait “Lhile another
dinner was dreésing‘. :

¢« Who is that dinner going to, waiter ?”
said one of the gentlemen.
.,

« I don’t know the names, your honour,

« but I believe they are noblemen,” an-

swered the waiter.

« Well! Tell them our situation; and

“ say, that the Marquis of Montresor,
“ and Sir George Osborne, will feel them-
“ selves highly ob]iuged, to be suffered to
“ partake of their dinner.” |

B 3
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The circumstance, and message, were
duly reported by the waiter.

“I am sure I have heard of the mar-
‘“ quis’s name before,” said Lady Harriett
—“but I do not immediately recollect

““ where. Suppose we admit the gentle-
‘“ tlemen *”

« Heavens " said Eliza, it is the same
** young nobleman who wounded Sir Yep
“ Flankem, in consequence of his conduct
“« at the masquerade !”

“So it is, I protest! By all means!
“ Say we shall be happy to see the gentle-

“ men.”

On the gentIemen entering the room,
Eliza softly exclaimed—¢ Heavens! Our
114 4 1”7 y

preservers !

¥
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« Amazing!” cried Sir George—¢ This
« is mot less agreeable than surprising !
« To meet our amiable theatrical friends,
« where we least expected to find them, is
“ a pleasure not easily described!” In

fact, the two gentlemen were the identical
- Cato and Juba ! : :

The Earl of Hankering, and Sir Wil-
liam Vacant, who were attending to the
Bank-Top story, while the beast was de-
stroying the dinner of the ladies preservers,
made the best acknowledgements for their
invaluable aid to the ladies, at so critical
“a juncture.—Lady Harriett repeated her
thanks; and Eliia, feeling the back of :
her hand tingle, where a certain drop had
there fallen on it, blushed hers. A suffi-
ciency of compliments having passed ; and
the dinner cooling ; the party sat down to
the table. ' :
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Lady Harriett'was in'high spirits—she
ate heartily, and talked freely. The earl
ate heartily too, as usual: so did Sir Wil-
liam and Sir George :—but Eliza’s mind
was too much confused to yield to so gross
an appetite ; and the marquis was too in- .
tensely occupied in watching her every
motion, to think of what was on the
table! :

- Thecloth was no sooner drawn, than
Sir George’s: servant announced the ear-
riage to be at the door. The marquis
looked as if the intelligence by no means
pleased him. And Eliza would, at that
instant, have given an empire—not to
have looked at all.

. Poh! This is barbarous in the ex-
“ treme !” cried Sir George— to tear us
“ from such company, and before we have
“ had time to inquire after their health—
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¢« which will ever he essential to our hap-
¢ piness ! But a friend, not seen for several
-« years, is, probably, waiting for us at
¢ this instant; therefore; I hope our
 abrupt  departure: will not be deemed
“ wholly destitute of apology : and, as the
« winter theatres are now opened, I will
“ yenture to hope, that we shall soon en-
« joy the felicity of meeting our noble and
« amiable friends as usual."—They then
withdrew. ’ G

« Upon my word!” said the earl, as
soon as the two gentlemen had retired—
“ the marquis was so much occupied in .
 gazing on MISS O'Mara, that, were he
“ not a marquis’— i

Eliza blushed—then turned pale.
Lady Harriett saw that his lordship had

touched a most sensible chord ; and feel-
3 B 5 '
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ing highly pleased at the perfect recovery
the baronet, was the more concerned for
the delicate situation of her lovely friend.
Therefore, to give the subject a turn, she
said— I am' afraid the account of that
‘ nasty bullock, with the consciousness of
“ our imminent danger, has affected you
“ my dear Eliza ; and the abrupt appear-
¢ ance of our recent preservers, must have
“ tended, still more, to agitate you. I
« wish we were all well in town, my lord.
“ A night's repose might recover our
€ spirits.”

As the Earl and Sir William had come
down in a post-chaise, that they might
have the pleasure of travelling back to-
gether, his lordship readily ordered the
carriage. In fact, he had conceived
strange 1deas. He had heard that the
Marquis of Montresor, when of age, would
come to immense estates ; therefore, could

~

P
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hardly imagine that he would think of
marrying a person so little known as
" Eliza; and of so little fortune, too; yet,
‘he had seen the young man gaze on her
most intensely : and as he was convinced
that ‘the 'looks were not like those of a
libertine, there was no calculating what
luve, and a beautiful woman, might allure
him to; consequently, his lordship judged
it prudent to prepare for all events; and,
during the little journey to town, behaved
to the confused fair one with a degree of
tender attention, not less soothing to
Eliza, than pleasing to Lady Harriett—
and surprising to Sir William : who,
strange to tell, was not once absent, in
conversation, during the whole ride to
town ! : : :

The road was good, and all parties
being anxious to get home, the boys rat« :
tled them through the two stagesin a very

-8 6
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short time. Coffee was introduced soon
after their arrival : which, by the avidity
with which it was enjoyed, seemed to be
a grateful repast to all : thoughl far from
‘being attended with the usual portion of
conversation generally attached to it.
Lady Harriett then apologizing for the ap-
parent fatigue of Eliza, the gentlemen
withdrew, promising to call on the mor-
row ; and, if they found the ladies toler-
. ably recovered, they would, on the Mon-
day morning, take places for the West
Indian ; to be performed on that evening.
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CHAPTER ‘II'.

HAPPY IS THE LADY WHO FINDS HER H‘E"A’RT
IN SUGH A STATE AS TO SUFFER HER TO
WITHDRAW HER TENDER ESTEEM FROM ONE
GENTLEMAN, AND TRANSFER IT TO ANOTHER;
AT THAT CRITICAL JUNCTURE, T0O, WHEN IT
IS BECOME EQUALLY¥ REQUISITE TG PRU-
DENCE AND FRIENDSHIP |

OUR fair readers, possessing a plen;.i:fuf
portion of those refined sensations which
constitute the blessings or torments of life,
must already have symphathised with
Miss O'Mara, whose mind was a chaos of
dismals, with scarcely one cheering ray
to gmde her even to }wpe Although we
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had it not in our peWer circumstantially
to announce her actual situation to them ;
nor, indeed, was there much necessity for
such information, as they had witnessed
the state of her bosom before she left town,
and the conduct of Juba at Bank-Top ;
who had not only snatched her, and her
amiable friend, from destruction; but, in
a manner so gently soothing, yet so forci-
bly impressive, grasped the whole of her
heart ; and declared his passion i terms,
which, though not abruptly plain, could

hardly be misconstrued. And they had |
seen, in her consultation with her pillow,
how readily she had manufactured the en-
couraging idea, that, although to a cer-
tainty, a gentleman, his fortune might
not be so great as to place him far above
the sphere of her attraction : that, indeed,
had often been the favourite chord of her
mental harmony—the sheet-anchor of all
her floating castles of happiness in em-
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bryo! He had all but said, he loved her ;
and had actually declared, that, in Zen
months, he would be at liberty to declare

what he felt. Therefore, when at liberty,
(for she was convinced he had spoken the
pure dictates of his soul), as his fortune
might not place him far above ;tllinking
seriously of  so humble an individual” as
herself; why, of course, he would then
declare himself—in due _form. * Under the
influence of such ideas she had recovered
from sickness, and feasted in health ; con-
fident, that, where there was such tender
and delicate respéct, no guile could in-
habit : and that, when the tedious period
had elapsed, she would see him at her
feet, respeetfully, though fervently, soli-
citing her hand.—Such being the state of
Eliza’s mind, we must leave those fair
Readers to appreciate her sensations, when
. she saw the much-esteemed Juba, who,
in the system of her arithmetical calcula-
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tion, was not to possess a fortune far
above her’ expectation, transformed into
‘the Marquis of Montresor —a young
nobleman of immense estates'-—and al-
ready looked up to by the first families in
the kingdom !'—she could almost have ac-
cused herself of apathy, for not absolutely
dying immediately on the discovery : and
blest the poor injured beast for yielding
‘her so excellent a pretext for placing évén :
her trifling emotions to the terror of its
recent approach.—Though, in fact, none
of the party had paid much attention
to the pdor beast, until the danger had
passed by.

After the Earl and Sir William had re-
tired, a profound silence of some minutes
was broken by her ladyship ; who, breath-
ing a sigh, said—* How much better does
¢ Providence know what is for our good,
“ than ourselyes '-—What an eeapc have
“ we had g
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Eliza, who instantly associated the idea
of eseape, with the affair at Bank-Top,
artlessly replied—¢ It was a miraculous
“ escape, indeed' How infinitely great
“ then are our obligations to Cafo and
. “Juba! 1 beg pardon!"—And two per-
verse tears starting into her eyes, she
murmured—¢ I should have said, Sir
- Geo'rge,‘ and—and #he Marquis.”

~ “True, my dear; we certainly; are so,”
said Lady Harriett ; archly smiling at the
evident reluctance with whieh her friend
mentioned the marquis.— But that was
“ not the exact escape which I alluded to,
“ though it so readily recurred to your
“ memory.” 2 /

“ Indeed, my lady!” said Eliza— |
“ dont recollect our lives being in danger
“ sinece.” :

i

 The loss of our lives, my dear, would
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“ have been more afflicting to our friends
¢ than to ourselves ; as, most probably, our
¢ destruction would have been momen-
“ tarily effected; and we should have
“ died as we have lived, still loving
“and beloved.—The escape which I
¢ alluded to, Eliza, was—the loss of
 our peace of mind !—of our love !—of
“ our friendship! The tears which you
“ now behold, my dear, are those of the
“ most pure esteem and pleasure! We
“ have, through the aid of Providence
“ alone, been blest with such escape ; and
 humbly should we bless him for his
“ goodness !” :

« Jf we have so escaped, my dearest,
¢ amiable friend, be Heaven blessed and
¢ praised by me for ever! For, then,
“ would my miseries have been complete !
 But how ?!—which way >—when—where
“ did we experience such escape ? For still
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“am 1 totally 1gnorant of the danger you
¢ allude to.”

“ Suppose we both had loved this mar-
“guis ? Nay, start not, my dear, for,
“ happily the danger is over. Tremble
“ not so, my love —Look up '—Be cheer-
“ful! For, if I am not much mistaken,
< some smiling days are in our road before
“us. Yes, my dear Eliza, there was a
¢ time, nor is it long gone by, when, had
« our friend Juba sought my affection, I
" ¢ think he would not have sued in vain ¢
“but his respect, ever so marked, yet
“ distant, timely repelled all hope of re-
“ turn ; so taught me to deprecate an un-
“ requited passion, and strive to discern
“ some of the most amiable qualities n
« Sir William, which, I was soon con-
“ yinced, that Juba was reserving for some
« other person. Still was my bosom far
“ from easy, till the little warmth he ex-
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¢ pressed, after having so gallantly rescued
““us, shewed me the folly—the madness
“ of thinking of him, more than as an
“ amiable friend. Providentially, the
“touch which my heart received, in
« favour of -Sir William, on the intelli-
¢ gence of his accident, tended much to
“ divert the current of my esteem in his
“ favour; and his tender letters, during
“ my illness, rivetted me his entirely.
% Thus, my dear Eliza, have I, as I al-
“ ways did, except in that single instance,
¢ laid my heart before you, and concealed
“ nothing.”

 How mysterious are the ways of
¢« Heaven! O Lady Harriett! Lady Har-
“riett!” cried Eliza, hiding her lovely
face in her ladyship’s bosom—¢ That very .
“ hour, when his behaviour taught you
¢ caution, his impressive tenderness to
“me, secured my heart. He did not
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« absolutely say he loved me, 1t is true;
« put he whispered to my soul, that, in
« ten months, he would be at liberty to
« express his feelings ; and fervently urged
« the intervening hours swiftly to pass
« away. Fool that I was! to yield im-
« plicit credence to his fervour, and madly
““ fancy, that, what he said through gal-
« Jantry, was the ardent impulse of a faith-
¢ ful heart! But, alas! I still thought I
¢ was listening to the amiable Juba ; who,
< possibly, not possessing a fortune much
« superior to my own, mightbe induced
« to overlook my unhappy deficiency in
¢ parents and relations! Had I known he
« was the Marquis of Montresor, prudence
s« would have taught me, if not to doubt
< his ‘Sentiments ‘so amiably expressed, at
“’Oll'e\fen{s, to have seen so many family
« ghstractions ‘to’ our union, as to have
« cautiously eluded ‘every opportunity for
“ him to speak, or me to listen Y—And
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the apprehensive Eliza, drowned in tears,
became unable to proceed further.:

Lady Harriett soothed her charming
friend, with all the tenderness of kind
sincerity. She candidly. cautioned her to
restrain her passion within the bounds of
controul; yet not wholly discredit the pro-
fessions of the marquis ; as, from her ob-
servations at St. Alban’s, she felt very
- much more inclined to believe that his
professions were genuine, than that such
a person, so looking, so speaking, could
deign to be merely apocryphal.

Highly relieved by the tender sooth-
ings of her amiable friend, Eliza again
looked up; and, blessing her ladyship for
‘her kind forbearance to rally her onghe
predicament which she had so unfortu-
nately fallen into, was proceeding to de-
clare her resolution, not to go near the
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theatres, nor suffer the marquis again to
speak to her, until the ten months were
expired, at least. But her noble friend
instantly proclaimed her dissent from such
a resolution, saying—* I will engenuously
“ confess to you, my love, I think it
“would not be prudent to give him op-
¢ portunities of making many professions
“on such a subject, until the period is
“ elapsed which prevents him from speak-
“ ing unreservedly : but why should that .
‘ prevent us from meeting at the theatres
“as usual ? If he really possesses senti-
“ ments in your favour, I'am confident,
“ that, being in your company, and en-
“ joying your unre/se/rved ~conversation,
“ will not lesson your claims on his heart ;
“ or on the esteem of his friend. And,
“ though I cannot think misconduct in
“ the marquis even probable, yet, should
“ he evince a blemish of any magnitude,
“ by frequently seeing him, and missing






