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ion of pieces: whlch amuse as well as instruet,  If, how-
ever, any of his readexs should thmk it cont aims tco ,g;'éat

& mcpomon of theﬂ-forh\er ’ 1t may be some apolotry, to-

_pbserve that, in the existing pubhcatwns deswned for the *

perusal of soung persons, the prepordex ance is gledtly
ou the side of gay and amusing productions.  Foo much

- attention'may: be pald to this medivm of unprovement
, Wihen the ima onmtmn, of youth especially; is much

use of such Lntel tgunment seems therefore 1equmte, fie i
afford "‘plopér “scope for ‘the opers ations of the under

entertained; the sober Qlcmi?eb*ai thé understandmor are,
xeoax ded with indifference ; ‘md the mﬂ‘uenceipf goodk
alfections, 1s either feeble, or- transwn‘c A tempexate

standing and the heart? = o - ¥ :

-

Tip 1ead§ will J)ercei\te,ihauheﬁo pﬂwhas beén

solicitous to recommend to younrr persons, t‘he{p’erusa}
of the sacred Se mgtules, by interspersing tln'ough lns

Xy woak some of-the most beautiful and mtelestmg‘passaaes,

ﬂlan invaluable wi“mnrrb. To excite an early‘tasfe
aud Venel*'xtloxl for this great ruleof life, is 2 poyx’q,of ol
hxoh "npm tance, as to warrant the (Lttempt to' promote

‘it omrevery pxoper ogcasion.

To m]pmve .the’ youncr mind, a*ld to aﬂ'ord some. as-
.
sistance to tutor in the‘arduous. and nnportaw;t work

1
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A

“ef educa‘aop were t})u motives which led tcr this pw— |

. duction. I'f the Author should be so successf‘ul as to

accomplish these ends, eve in a small de«rree, hf' will
think that his time and pains have been well employed

: «and w.lll deem himself é.mply Tew. arded.
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falnmenf productlve of improvement both te the undel-
Standmcr and the heart. It is essential to a complete
reader thatheminutely percewea theideas,and enters into
& the fpehngs of the author, whose sentiments he professes
i to repeat: for how is it poss1ble to 1epresent clearly tos
ﬂersy—ﬁhatjy_e have but faint and Inaccurate conceptlons
of omselV es? If there were no other benefits 1esu1t1ng

i from the e;rt of reading well than' the necessity it lays us
. -under, of precisely ascertaining the meaning of, what we :
- read ; "and the habit thence acquired, of doing this with
facﬂxty, both when reading silently and aloud, they
- Would coristitnte a»suﬁiment compensatlon for all the
labom- we can bestow upon the subject. But the
gleasme derived. to ourselves and others, _ﬁom a clear
cOmmumcatmn of ideas and feelings; and the stlontr.and

dulable 1mp1 essions made thereby on the minds of the ,
. reader and the audience ; are covs1derat10ns which give
; adfhtlonal 1mpoxtance to the study of this necessaxy and

.
NOTE-
; EOr m.'mv of the observations contairied in - this. prﬁhmma.ry

: fract, the author is mdebted to the wntmas of Dr. Blair, and to
P othe Enc; clopedia Butanmca. ; ;
Bos = 7" LA
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) useful art The: perfaet attamment of 1t doubtless Teat
(imres orreat atte}ltlol" and pJ*actlce, Jomed to - extra+ |
ordinary natural powers but as there are many degrees

- of excellence in the art, the student whose dims falf

~ short of perfection, will find hlmseh athply rewarded
for every exertion he may think proper to make, # * *

To give rules for the ‘management of the voice in'
= reading, by which the necessary pauses, ,emphwﬂsa
and tones may be discovered and put in practice; is not
osgxb]e. After all the dn'ectxons _that can be oﬁ"eléd on
thése points, much ‘will remain to be tauoht by the
fiving instructer : Tuch will be attainable by 1"0 other.
means, than the force of example mﬂuenunrr the Imis
tative powiers of the learner.  Some rules and pxmmples
on theve heads will, however be found useful; to.
prewent e)ror@ous and VIC1M@MF uttezance to
give the young reader seme taste of the subJeet 5 aud to
assist him in acquiring a just and accurate mode of
dehvery The observauous»whmh we have to» make,

 for these purposes may be comprlsed under the follow--
nw heads PROPER LOUDNEES OF VOICE; DISTLNCTNESS 5

SLOWNESS S PROPRIETY OF PRONUNCIATION ;, ;:M}:HASIS,
TONES PAUSE s and MODE OF REABING VERSE. o o

.

;. SECTION 'L #%-

; % Proper loudness of woice.
’i‘HE HBrst attentionof ever yperson who readsto other
goubtless must be, to make himself be heard by all thoqe
to whom he reads. He must endeavour to il wub his
~voice the space occupietl by the conipany. ' This power
of vmce, it may be thought, is wholly a natural talent,
‘-It 1s, m a geod measure, tbQ ulft of n(:nue buc 1t may
receive éonmderable assxstan(‘e framm% M um depk: 7‘u~v

da g E *
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. tobe we,’ll heard “to cast our eye on some of the most,
dlstant persons in the company, and to consider ourselves
as readmtr to ‘them. We naturally a.nd mechamcally

- utter *o;}r words with' such a degree. of stlength as to

‘ourselves be heard by the person Whomwe address,

provided he is. w1thm the reach* of our voice. As this s
sthe case in conversatlon it ‘will hold also in reading to
others. ‘But let us 1emembe1 that in 1eadm<r as well as
i conversation, it is possxble to offend by speakmg too
Ioud This extreme hurts the ear, by making the voice
come upon it in rumbhng indistinct masses. ;
By the habit of reading, when young, n a loud +and
veﬁement manner, the voice becomes fixed 1 m a strained
and unnatural  key ; 5, and is rendered 1ncapable of that
Variety of elevatlon and depreasmn, which cons‘atutes‘
the true harmony of‘ utterance ‘e, and affords ease fo the
reader, and pleasme to the audience. This unnatural
pltch of the voice, and disagreeable 9In‘nonotony, are most
observable in persons who were taught to read in larfre‘
_rooms; who were accustomed to stand at too great a’
dxstance, When reading to their teachers; whoése in- .

ly imperfect in thew hemmfr 5 or, who
t by persons, that conmdel ed loud expression”

as t.he chlet requmte in forming a good leadel;. . These

& are u'cums’cances which demand the serious at?tentlon

" of every one to whom the educatlon of youth is com-

mitted, - ~ .

5 'SECTION 1L

4 ‘Distinetness. ; >
IN thenext place, to bemm well heard and clearly
under stood dxstmctness of art1culat1on contx 1butes more

than mere loudness of - sound, The quanmy of sound -
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tlecessary to il eveﬁ a large space, is smalkr than is

commonly unacrmed and, with distinct artlculaﬁon, a
per son with a Weak voice will make it 1each farthel, than
. the strongest voice can reach,wnhout b To this, there-.

. fore, every reader ought to pay great attentions He
must give every sound which he uttels, its 8Que pro-
pomon and make every syllable, and even every letter
in the wmd which he pronounces, be heard dlstmctly,

* without slurring; w'h]bpermg, or suppr essmg, any of the
proper sounds.. : : :

n accurate Lnovvledoe of

sbunds of the language; and a faj

the <1mp1e elem entary

expleqsm o them,
are so necessary to dxstmctnea 3 ession, that if the
learner’s attainments are, in 'chls res/pect imperfect, (and

- many there are in this situation, ) it will be incumbent on °

~ his‘tBacher, to carry him back: to these priiﬁéﬁ‘y articula~

© tions; andto suspend his. progl‘ecs, il hé become

: pelf'ect]y master of them. It.will bein vain to press
. him for ward, with the lﬁope of fomuncr a good reader’ if .
. he cannot. completely altlculate every elementary sound

‘of n.he la.nwuaoe. :

&% g ~

. SECTION HI.»
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i Due degree of slowness.

: Iy ofder to express ourselves distiﬁcély, modelzl-tion i
A reqmsxte with 1ecrard to the speed of pronouncmb
Prec1p1tancy of <pﬂe‘!‘,h confounds all articulation, and all
mgamng It 1s scarcely necessary to obser ve, that there -
- May be also an ektreme on the’ oppositecside. It iss
: abvious thatalifeless, drawling mannerof re‘ldm , which
- allows the minds of the hearers to be aIwavs outrunning
e t}.le‘ ‘Speaker, must render”every such performance in-
? % : . A 61

.
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sipid audqﬁtwumcr. .But the extr eme of readmn- too fast

. is much more common and requues the more to be
gufn ded agamst because, When it has grown intoa habit,

- few errors  are more dlfhcult to be corrected.  To

- pronounce with a proper dé’gl ee of slowness,.and with -
full and’clear articulation, is necessary ito be studied by
all, who wish to become good readerss and it cannot be
‘toe much recommended to them. Such a pronunciation
gives weight and dignity to the subject. It is a great :
assistance to the voice, by the pauses and rests which it
allows the reader more easily to make ; apd it enables
the reader to swell all‘,_hl_sv soun db, both with more forte -
and morg harmony. et T g

i sncrroN' V.

Prop7 wt y of pr onmwwtwn°

ArTER the mmmmer.tal -at*entlons to the pltch an& j
nmnagement of the voice, to 'dxstmct articulation;and to
.a proper degree of slow ness of speech,’ What the young

“yeader must, in the next place ‘study, 1s pl opriety of
pronuncxatlon or, giving to every word which he utters,
that sound vvlnch the best usage: of the language ap-
propriates to it; in opposition to tpoad, qugar, or

provmcxal plonunmatlon This is requisite bslh for
reading mtellwlbly, and for readmcr ‘with correctness
and-ease. Instrctions concerning this article ‘may be
best given by the hvmg teachew. But there 1s one
obse1 vation, which1 it xray not be improper r here to make.

In the "English language, every word which consists of
more syllables than one, has one’ accented sy’llable The

- accents rest sometimes on the vowel,.sometzmea on the
consonant, The genius, of the language vequires ‘the

2



INTRODUCTION’ : o
vmct%o maxk that sy llable by a str oﬁger pertussion, and
to pass more s]whtly over the rest.  Now, after we have
Jearned the proper”seats of Athese ?ccenta, it is an im-
pmtant rulé, to. give every w01d just the same accent in
reading, as in_common dlqcoulse Many pelsons err in

~ this respegt. . When they read to others, and with
solemnity, they pronounce:the syllables in a different

"‘manner from WIfantbey"db t dther times. . They dweld
qun them and pr otract them ; they mu]tinly accents

~ onthe same Wmd from a mistaken notion, tbat it gives
grawty and importance to their subJect and adds to the
* energy of: their delivery. Whereas this is oue of the
greatest fatilts that can be committed in pronunciation :
‘it makes what is called a pompous or mouthing mar'mér ;

4 zmd 0’1V€"~‘ an ar tlﬁClal aﬁ'ﬁcted air 'to readn‘o' which
(]etlacts mxea.t] 2 both ﬁom its agreeableness, and its im~. -

3 _p}'ess,on

Shendan and Walker have pubhshed (hctlonaneq, for

§ ascertammfr tlie true and best pronunciation of the,words

Of' our lan guage. By attentively consultl‘ng them, parti-

‘““laﬂy & allxer Pronouncing Dictionary,” the young
+ Teader will be muich assisted, in his endeavours to attain
& correct pronumciation of the vords belongmo to' the:

E'whsh 1al1gLage

i & SECTION V.
- 5 . Emphasis.

B’Y Empha51s is meant a stronger and fuller sound of
v01cea‘ by which we distinguish some word or words, on’
- which we design to lay partlculzu stress, and to show
how they affect the rest of the sentence. Sometlmes the "
emphatic words must be mstmgmshed by a particnlar
~ tone of voice, as well as by a particular stress.. On the
r‘uht manaﬂement of the empha51s depends the life of

AR . .



S INFRODUCTIONs . | T
- pronunciatien. If no e:mphasisﬂ be placed on a.ﬁy ‘wiords,
not only is discourse rendered Heavy and lifeless, but the
meaning left often amblguoms If the- emphasis be placed
* wrong, we pervelt_ and confound the meaning wholly.
Emphams may be divided into.the supERIOR and the
iNFERIOR emphasis.  The superior emphams'c_letermmes
_ the meaning of a sentenc 'ith reference to something
said before, pr esupposed b; le authq1 as general know- i
: ledge, or removes an amblgmtv ‘where a passabe may
have more, senses than one. The inferior - emphasis
ergfbrces, gl aces, and enlwens, but does not fiz, the mean-
ing of any passage. “The words to which this latter
empl]aSls is given, are, in general, such as seem the most .
ithportant in the sentence, or, on other accounts, to
merit this dfstinction “The :&)ﬂowm\‘r passage’ will serve %
to exemplify the:s ‘superior empha_sL_/‘R. Ve
< Of man’s first dlsobedxence, andthe frmt :
“¢¢ Of that' forbxdden ‘tree, whose mortal taste.

& Brought death into the world, and all our wo,” &c.
. ¢ Sing; heav enly Muse I

*

Supposmo‘ that originally otherbemgsbe51desmen , had’
disobeyed the commands of the, Almighty, and that the -
circumstarice were well .known tg us, there would * fall
an empha‘&s upon the word maw’s in the ﬁlsthne and
hence, it would read thus: - B

&

¢ Of man’s ﬁrst dzsobedlence, and the fruit,” &e.

But if it were a notorious truth, that mankind - had
transgressed in a peculiar manner mare than once, the
_ gmphams Would.f_'all on f irst; and the lme be read,
L+ s Of man'sifirst dJsobedlencé,” &2:.

A«am admitting death (as wasreally the case) to have
been an unheard-of and dreadful’ punishment, broyght

5

«
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: s Bl oufrhf deatfz into the Wvorldf’ &c.

. But .f.we-wew to suppose, that mankmd kneW thele
w’as such an evil as death n other regions, thouch the
place they inhabited: had been #ree from it till their
tl,ans'igl ession, the hne would run thus :

. % Brought dea.th mto the world,” &e. = %

_The supeuor emph%ms ﬁnﬁs place in the foﬂowmov
{ th‘t sentence, which admlts of four. dlstmctgneamngs,
each of Whlc];*s ascertained by the emphasis only.

a e Do you ride to town to- day D

Prs

The followmcr examples ﬂlusnate the nature and use

of the inférior emphasw g
& ’VIany pelsons I;ustake the love, for the placizce of
-« Vlrtue ; 5
<« Shall T reward his services vuth _ﬁtlse]zood 2 Shall i

5 f01 get fem who cannot forget me 2

*

¢ If his pnnﬂ;ples are false, ne apolowy ﬁom ]nmse_lf
« can make them rzglzt : if . foundedn tmtiz, no censure
£ ﬁ’om others can malke them wrong.”
: ‘. < Though deep, yet clear.; thour'h frentlc, yet not dull,
“ Strong, without 7a¢gc 5 *mthout 0 mﬂomng, full
i A fiuend e(abgerates a man s mrtues_, an enemy _/, his
 ovimes.” 5 g 2
. lhe wise man is happ_‘,, when he gains hls onn appro.
‘banon the fgol, when he ga.\ns that of’ oﬂzem., i
- The superior emphasis, in readmfr asin speakmg, must '
be deLermmed entuely by the sense of the passage, and
Uways made alike : but as to the 1nfe1101 emphasm, tasle
al one- seems to have the rlght ot fmnw 1ts sxtuatlon and'

ﬂtﬂnﬁty
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