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It has often occurred to the Author,
that it would furnish a fair subject for
discussion, to determine whether it argues
‘more vanity when a writer prefixes his
name to his book, or when he publishes
without it: — whether it implies more
self-sufficiency to' suppose that his name
is of so much value as to attract readers
to his work, or to trust so confidently to
the merit of the work itself, as to depend
on its unassisted strength for making its
own way. — In short, whether the pre-
sumption be greater in thinking better of
himself, or of his book ; and how the
proportion of good opinion can be settled
or separated. ‘

This is a dilemma in which the writer
of these pages has not seldom been in.
volved, having not unfrequently indulged

* her vanity, or her humility, whichever it
may be called, under both shapes, without
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being able to ascertain on which side the
real difference lies. Nor can she decide
which prihciple predominated in pisking
these two little works anonymously, near
twenty years ago, or in afterwards pub-
lishing them, with a name which she had
little right to expect could confer import-
ance on any performance. - -
There is, however, one decided advan-
“tage which belongs to the anonymous
writer. He is not restrained from the
strongest reprehiension, and most pointed
censure, of existing errors, by the con-
scious apprehension th4t his own faults
may be brought forward. He is under
no fear that his negligences will be op-
posed to his reproofs. He is not deterred
from expatiating on the deficiencies of
others, by the fear that the reader may
confront his life with his arguments.
Being now called upon by her Book- -
sellers to unite these separate pieces into
one volume, the Author cannot neglect
so fair an occasion of expressing her gra-
titude for the very favourable reception
which they severally experienced in their
unacknowledged state, seven large edi- o
tions of the first of these pieces having



©

-

PREFACE. v

been called for in the course of a few
Joonths, and the whole third 1mp1e>smn
havmg been sold on the morning it was
published, serve, among repeated 10
stances of general favour, to #ncrease her
regret that the merit of her writings have
not borne more proportion to the indul-
gence with which they have been received.
May she venture to observe, without in-
curring the charge of over-rating her slight
performances, that there is a point of view
in which this success reflects no discredit
on the public opinion? For, does it not
evince that where the obvious aim of a
writer is to promote the interests of Chris-
tian morals, the effort, however feeble,
will be candidly accepted ; nor will the de-
ficiencies of the composition be allowed
to defeat the honesty of the intention.
The lapse of years since the first appear-
ance of these two small pieces, has only
served to strengthen the conviction that
such topics as they embrace, cannot be
pressed too closely, or too frequently,
though they may be pressed far more
ably, on the attention of the great and
the gay,—on the consciences of the

busy and the opulent.
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The awful and nparalleled public
events which have occurred since ¢hese,

~ *“Thoughts onthe Manners of the »G.x'eat; 2%

and this « Estimate of the Religion of
‘¢ the Fashionable,” were first addressed
to them, seem to furnish no new reason
why the standard of Religion which these
Tracts presumed to hold up should be
lowered, while the strictness of practice
which they ventured to suggest, should be
relaxed. Have we beheld any such ad-
ditional instances of the stability of great-

qness, as teach us that it+ds become more

safe than formerly to build on the cer-
tainty of earthly prosperity? Have we
seen any such new evidences of the per-
manency of human grandeur,asto induce
us, by any fresh conviction of its security,
to an increased neglect of the things
which are eternal ?

So far from it, will even the most care-
less observer refuse to acknowledge, that
if ever there was a period in which the
demand for elevating the tone of Chris-
tianity, principle, atd correct conduct
was more imperious than another, that
period is the present?

If this country, which God has signally
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distinguished, by preserving it from the
almost universal wreck of Empire—which
God has signally honoured by rendering
it the exclusive Asylum for the perse-
cuted, the plundered, and the destitute
of all Europe, the sole refuge of a dis-
tracted world ; — if this country has been
singled out from among the nations of
the earth, by such pre-eminent favour,

should not such a country be anxiously

desirous to render itself more worthy of
its high destination, in having been pre-
served itself, and appointed the preserver
of others? As it would on the one hand
be unreasonable to plead our trials and
difficulties as apology for relaxing our
moral discipline, it would be unfair in the
other, to produce it as a motive for dimi-
nishing our gratitude. Are we not then
loudly called upon to acknowledge the
mercy of these providential distinctions,
by exhibiting in our improved practice
that consistency which isthe life and spirit,
as well as the criterion of real goodness.
While England is establishing a splen-
- did reputation abroad, by every act of wise
and vigorous resistance to the oppressor

of mankind, and by every instance of dis-

A 4

L)



vioii ~ PREFACE. . =
interested liberality to the oppressed,
‘should she not be equally anxious to esta-
blish a solid glory at home, by sedalou_slf'
labouring to raise the depressed tone ot
virtuous practice? Should she not be
jealous to evince, that her unexampled
generosity to strangers is stimulated by
the only pure and noble principle of
action?  And will not this be most
unequivocally demonstrated by the only
infallible test, a proportionable attention
to domestic religion ; ¥ ;

- While Great Britain is exhibiting a
glorious energy in the cause of a nation,
brave and generous like herself, yet pro-
fessing an erroneous worship, let her con-
vince that nation that she is actuated in
assisting her, by the spirit of a religion that
1s indeed reformed ; a religion which hay.
ing the love of God for its motive, hag
consequently for its end, charity to man.
kind without distinction of country or of
religion, - :

We are become cong
set on a hill. We are «
observers.”  While th
world are fixed upon
world perceive that o

picuous like g cit);
the observed of all
e eyes of the whole

us, let the whole
ur actiye Services,
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our warm benevolence to our suffering
fellow-creatures, flow from the only prin-
ciple which can sanctify right conduct,
from the only source which can recom-
mend it to the favour of God. Letus
prove to them that the religion of the
Reformation is not a mere term, a nominal

~ distinction, but an improved practical
principle, discovering its superiority by
its effects. Let us not let slip the present
sublime occasion of illustrating the faith
which we profess, by a conduct not
derogatory to that high profession.

While we cannot too highly value our-
selves on being Britons, let us never forget
that we must not rest in it as a mere local
distinction. — While we justly triumph in
our unparalleled constitution, let us re-
member that it is not a mere political
distinction, glorious as that is, which must
finally save us. Let us be persuaded that
the paramount superiority of our happy
country will consist in acting up to the
spirit of that religion which it professes.
— That it is not enough that its spirit is
transfused into our laws—it 1s not
® enough even that it is taught in ifs public
worship, and secured in its invaluable
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establishment, but that, if it would ope-
. rate effectually, it must operate individu-

ally ; if it would operate on the “people, -

it must operate on their superiors, it must
be received into the heart, and exhibited
in the life of the rich and the great. By

adopting this measure, and only by adopt-

ing it, can Christianity be rescued from
the anomaly with which its enemies have
stigmatized it, that the practice of Chris-

tians does not more uniformly exemplify

the doctrines of its Author.

Thanks to the English spirit, we want
at this moment of peril, no Tyrteeus to
awake our valour, for it never slumbers.
But we want ¢ the warning voice of him
who saw the Apocalypse” to rouse us
from our moral slumber. We want not
to be stimulated to public spirit, but to
individual virtue: not to exertion for
others, but to vigilance over ourselves 3—
not to generosity, but to self-denial, not
to patriotism, but to piety.

MarcH, 1809.
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