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a PREFACE. 
obscurity, and given to the world ; ‘as’ ‘Con- 

taining entertaining: contemporary ‘accounts 

of the actual. period of the Revolution, arid 

of the years immediately preceding that 

event ; topether with anecdotes of the prin- 

cipal ‘actors in ocd" scenes ; and various 

traits of the manners of the age, which” are 

every day, as the time when they existed 

becomes more distant, acquiring additional 

“value. It is true the Letters, when they do 

“not relate great events, are frequently filled 

“only with the gossip of the Court “and” of 
society,—but it should be remembered, that 

it is of such small materials that history is 

“very mainly composed. 

They are all addressed to John Ellis, Esq. 

a collateral ancestor of the Editor’s, ‘and 

‘form a tolerably accurate journal of what 

was going on in London, from the begining 

‘of January 1686, to the end of December 

1688 ; with the exception ‘of about ‘seven
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ர்‌. the correspondence. _ Whom the letters 

were written by does not, an far the. greater 

‘number, of instances, appear. The Post was 

-at, that time by no means a secure convey- 

_ance, and it was therefore natural, especially 

;as. both, persons. and things are sometimes 

treated 1 in them: with considerable freedom, 

that, the writers should have avoided putting 

their signatures to them. Some few of them 

are, signed : of these a considerable portion 

were, written by Owen Wynne, a civilian, 

and, at that time Under Secretary of State. 

Others, which are not signed, are endorsed 

ony the: back ;with the name of the டட 

who is, therefore given as such in the ta- 

_ble of, Contents prefixed to, these volumes. 

Some, are, sealed with a seal bearing the Ellis 

arms, upon, it, from whence we may, infer 

they were. written, by some relation of John
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Ellis, “perhaps' by one. of His brothers.’ The 

greater number seem to have: come from 

persons holding offices under the Govern- 

ment, who sent all the Court news. to. their 

brother placeman in Ireland. At the time 

they were written, John Elhs held the situ- 

ation of Secretary to the Commissioners of 

the Public Revenue in Dublin, as we see by 

the address on most of them. A few were 

written by his brother Philip Ellis, the Ro- 

man Catholic Bishop; and a good many, 

especially towards the end of the collection, 

appear to have been what were then called 

<< news-letters,” written by persons who in- 

dited them for pay, in those days when 

newspapers were few, ill-supplied with news, 

and frequently fearful of telling even the 

little intelligence they, that is to say their 

Editors, were possessed of. 

The notes, which have been added to
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ACCOUNT 

OF 

THE FAMILY OF ELLIS. 

Joun Exurs was descended from an an- 

cient gentleman’s family, who traced their 

possessions in the West-riding of the County 

of York to the time of the Conquest. The 

name of their residence was Kiddal Hall.* 

* « At Kiddal Hall, in this parish” (Berwick in Elmet) 

“is still an ancient embayed window with this mscription : 

@rate pro afbus Chome Elis et Anne urorts sue qut tsta’ 

fenestra’ fecerunt Ano Dnt MCCCC. 

“ From this family, which long after continued at Kiddal, 

immediately descended Dr. Ellis, Bishop of Kildare, and the 

late Right Honourable Welbore Ellis.” —Whitaker’s Loidis 

and Elmete.



“ACCOUNT OF THE 

  

One of the family, Sir Thomas, Ellis, was 

reigns. of Henry the, Fighth, Edward, | the 

Sixth, and Queen’ Mary, \ and) founded. St. 

Thomas's Hospital* in that town,7};,,,.We 

six times) Mayor of. Doncaster. daring .the 

also find that in 1503, John Ellis was,She- 

riff of York.t. In 1617, Bernard. Ellis, Esq. 

was Recorder of York,§ and in 1709, Wil- 

liam Ellis, Esq. was High Sheriff of York- 
shire. All these individuals were descended 

from the Ellis’s of Kiddal. 

The father of John Ellis, the Rev. ee | 

Ellis; was a younger son of the family, (the | 

* He also built the: Lodge and Market Cross. Nee Mil 

ler’s’ History of Doncaster. , Dane 

+ Inscription in St. George’s Church at Doncaster: _ 

« Here lyeth the body of Thomas Ellis, late of Doncaster, 

Gentleman and Alderman, six times Mayor of ‘the ‘same, 

-who, for the honour of God, built one Hospital for the Poor, 

called St. Thomas the Apostle, who dyed July 17, 1562. 

“Go thou, and do likewise.— Luke x. 3.2 

Thoresby, Ducatus Leodiensis. 

} See Drake’s “ Eboracum.” 

§ See Gough’s Camden.   
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‘PAMILY ‘OF! ELLIs. xi A 

‘elder branch of which is now® extin ct). Hb 

was “bred at Cambridge; where’ he was’ a 
Fellow‘of St. Catherine's Hall ‘He was’ sub- 
séquently Chaplain ‘to’ Archbishop’ Abbot, 

Lecturer and Preacher at Cambridge, and 

Rector of the three portions of Waddesdon, 

in Buckinghamshire, where he died in 1681, 

aged ‘seventy-five. He was an author: of 

somé esteem in his. day upon subjects ‘con- 

nected’ with religion. “ Anthony’ 4 Wood 

gives the names of ‘his different published 

works >‘ Thé sole Path to a sound Peace.” 

*“A Sermon’ preached’ before “the” House 

of Commons, 22d February, 1642,” pub- 

lished 1643. * Vindicie Catholices,”;Lon- 

don, 1647. 3 “The Pastor and Clerk,” 'Lon-. 

ணய 50, _ Sts Austin imitated, or Re- 

tractions,” London, 1662; and concludes 

by calling hima a very pious and_ learned 
MiwAPMoR] euteonG 

* See Athenz Oxonienses. «. 49.5 «4°
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ப It.appears by, the: following, extract; from 

Wood, .that the Rev. John) Ellis was, at, first, 

at, the commencement of the Civil Wars; 

an, advocate for the Parliament against, the 

King, but afterwards changed -his opinion. 

For,.this ,he| was violently attacked, by,\Mr, 

Hickman,,.a nonconformist; ministers; cay Ja 

book with this, title, <‘ Apologia pro|Ministris 

it Anghia (vulgo) Nonconformists,, an. 1662, 

Aug.,.24,. die Bartholomei., dicto,,ejectis,* 

adyersus|, argutiolas . putridasque,calumnias 

Davelli,.Bllisii, aliorumque.”) In giving-an 

account,of. Hickman and _ his book,’\Wood 

enters into the following particulars.: isis 

[ழீ ‘ As for Ellisius (Joh.llis) before-mention- 

edn! the title of Apologia, $c. he was some- 

times, Fellow. of S. Catherine's Hall:mCambr. 

Proctor of that \University,. Chaplain: 40 

“®Phe Act of Uniformity, which was then’ onimonly eal 
ed the, Bartholomew Act, obliged. every minister to -conform 

to the Church of England before the next St. Bartholomew’ 3 

day, on pain of losing his ecclesiastical நானம்‌!
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ed upon as a very pious and learned man, 

although our author; Mr. Hickman, in his 

Apologia pro Ministris, &c. brands him 

with that infamous name of Apostate, barely 

for renouncing some of his former Rebellious 

and Independent principles upon his return 

into the bosom of the Church of England. 

But this I would have the Nonconformists 

know, that before a small piece of his entitled 

The Pastor and Clark, &c: Lond. 1659, in 

tw., containing a Reply to the Clerk of: his 

Parish, who had drew him forth into a dis= 

putation in writing touching Infant Baptism, 

are prefixed his Thoughts concerning what he 

then judged erroneous and mistaken, both 

in his Sermon before-mentioned, and in: his 

Vindicie -Catholice,. &c. promising. more= 

over in the last paragraph, a larger explica= 

tion (if-it should seem convenient) of that 
brief Palinody... This was. done’. by. him 

purely out of a sincere conviction that ‘he



  

very material and momentous points, and at 

such a time also, when there. was not the 

least. probability or prospect. of the happy 

Restoration; and so not made. public. only 

for his own greater lucre and | profit, which 

some Nonconformists have: falsely and un- 

charitably objected against him as the true 

reason of his change. What- he -obliged 

himself here to. perform, was soon after very 

faithfully made good, much to his own credit 

and reputation, in the Retractions that fol- 

lowed. He died very aged, and was buried 

at Waddesdon about the beginning of Nov. 

1681, whose character and account: of his 

return to the Church of England in 1662, 

you may see in Jo. Durell’s answer to the 

Preface of Hickman’s Apologia, and’ in the 

19th chapter of his Vindicie S. Eccles. as 

also in Scrivner’s Actio in Schismaticos, 

p. 5, &e. This Joh. Ellis was father to Philip 

VOL. 7. ag
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Ellis, consecrated: a titular Bishop in S. 

James's Chap. within the oe tof y to 

Oth May, 16887'* ழ்‌ | 

John Ellis the younger, was born in 1645, 

came to Court shortly after the: Restoration, 

and: was one of the many lovers. of the 

Duchess of Cleveland, in which capacity he 

is mentioned by Pope.f He entered public 

life -as Secretary to Lord Ossory, when he 

was deputy for his father the Duke: of Or- 

monde, as Lord Lieutenant of Ireland. .-He 

subsequently, as has been before mentioned, 

became Secretary to the. Commissioners of 

the Irish Revenue, and after the Revolution, 

was made Comptroller of the Mint, and 

Under Secretary of State.. Towards the 

end of his life he was a London: Magistrate, 

and died in the year 1738, at the advanced 

age of ninety-three. 

* Athenz Oxonienses. 

+ Translation of the Second Satire of the’ First’ Book oF 

Horace, i in Warton’s edition of Pope’s Works. 4


