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As, on the one hand, it would suit neither the cha- 
racter nor the compass of the following work to prefix 
to it an extended treatise on the dignified order to 
which it relates, so, on the other, it would be highly 
improper to omit certain interesting and curious cir- 
cumstances in its history. These, notwithstanding their 
close connexion with the subject, usually find no place 
in the introductory matter which precedes similar 
works ; and tlie omission is wholly nnaccountable ; for 
the facts in question sleep not in the venerable reposi- 
tories of our public records, nor in the manuscript col- 
lections of Antiquaries: they are to be found, generally 
speaking, in every printed: History of our Country. 

The order of Baronet was instituted in 1611, by King . 
.James the First.. Ireland which had been long the 
theatre of a destructive war, was then in great measure 
brought to allegiance, and Ulster, in particular, wag 
wholly. subjected to the British Crown. For the alleged 
purposes of guarding and fortifying the subjection of 
that great province, of aiding its cultivation, and civiliz- 
ing its people, James ‘appealed to the loyalty and pa- 
triotism of the most respectable and wealthy commoners 
of ancient families in his realm, and ordained that such 
individuals of that description as were willing to main- 
tain thirty soldiers in Ireland, for three years, at the 
rate of eight-pence per day, and to remit immediately 
the first year’s pay into the English Exchequer, shonld 

e exalted to the dignity in question, on which he 
stamped a singular and perpetual importance, by so- 

Yor, a lemnly 

  



ii PREFACE. 
௬ 

lemnly stipulating, for himself and his successors, that 

no intermediate hereditary honour between them (Ba- 

ronets or minor Barons), and the Peers of the realm, 

should ever be created. ; : 
It has been said, not only that the fund thus raised 

was wholly applied to the supply of the king’s personal 

exigencies, but that it was well known that no other 
application of it was ever intended. ‘The former of 
these assertions may perhaps be founded in fact, but 
the latter is hardly credible. It is next to an impossi- 
bility, that a Prince should thus voluntarily record a 
breach of his faith, and on a point too of great national 
importance, not only by the enrolment of a great num- 
ber of patents, and by annexing for ever to the coat 
armour of all Baronets, what is vulgarly called “ the 
Bloody Hand;” in fact, the Arms of the province of 
Ulster; an hieroglyphic which will attend and illustrate 
the tradition of the original motive to the institution of 
the order, even after the hand of time shall have crum- 
bled written memérials into dust. 

Besides, were it possible that such a scheme could 
have suggested itself to the mind of the Monarch, it 
could not have been successfully practised on the ex- 
alted persons who originally accepted the title. Can it 
be credited that a Molyneux, a Mansel, a Booth, a Pel- 
ham, a Gerrard, an Aston, a St. John, a Knevet, a 
Wentworth, a Belasyse, a Constable, with so many 
others of blood and character, equally ancient, proud 
and pure, as composed the number to whom the dignity 
was first assigned, could have combined to take it as the 
result of a plan so base? These considerations must 
completely rescue from the vulgar calumny in question 
the memory of a Prince, who, though of a passive, indo- 
oo st character, was by no means defi- 
cient in the theory or ice, ei digni க ரன்‌ ட்‌ practice, either of regal dignity, 

We will close these slight noti ‘i 
the Order, by obsery ight notices of the History of 

ட்‌ 27910 ஐ (02111 2௧ 08 121௦ ௩6௨75 assum- ed an increased brilliancy, by having been ன frequently made the reward of nayal and military merit. In the pacific reign of which we have been speaking, few 
8 occasions
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occasions of that nature occurred, and the gratitude of 

succeeding monarchs has, with not many exceptions, | 

been confined to pecuniary gifts, and professional ad- 

vancement. His present Majesty, if we may presume 

to. say it, has been wisely liberal in the choice of a. 

series of heroes, the lustre of whose transcendant ser- 

vices, while it is reflected on the hereditary dignity, 

which they have received from his royal favour, holds 

out an awful warning to their successors to maintain, 

together with their own honour, that of the order which 

has been so nobly purchased by their ancestors. In 
the mean time, the milder, but not less important, merits 
of civil service have not been overlooked by the royal 

eye, and the title has been bestowed on many eminent 

persons, who, in an era of almost general warfare, have 
Successfully cultivated the arts of peace. 

These numerous splendid additions which have been 
within a few years past made to the list of Baronets, 

not to mention others, would have rendered at least a 

stpplement necessary to former publications ; and the 
alterations which the common course of nature has pro- 
duced in families antecedently honoured with the title, 
seemed to require, if not to demand, a work more com- 

plete. Viewing the subject in these lights, the editor 
has used his best endeavours to procure the most accu- 
rate and extensive intelligence’as to such alterations, as 

well as to the pedigrees of all Baronets of late creation. 
His diligence, however, has not been confined solely to 

those ends: he has omitted no opportunity which the 
extent of his information and of his work afforded, of 

Correcting the mis-statements and supplying the defici- 

encies of his predecessors, Of his labours and industry 

in the pursuit, he would wish to say little. He has been 

abundantly recompensed for the time occupied in his 

very numerous personal applications, by the politeness 

and attention with which those applications have been 

honoured, and by the extensive aids which he has de- 

rived from them. The only regret which he feels in 

Offering this result of his endeavours to the public, 

"arises from a dread of too frequent error in treating on 

Subjects with regard 4௦ which perfect correctness 1S 

bsolutely unattainable. i : The
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வடம மன்னி கடவை Scurity into which many high fam’ ee ee 
by decayed fortunes, and the false, or a best 1 
ta ரகக sure have been ட கக 

er the influence of a ki e, 
ற ப கட்‌ with many See 
to increase this misfortune. Had his Majesty’s orde: 
the 6th of December, 1782, directing all Baronets ட்‌ 
cord their pedigrees and armorial ensigns in his = 556 
of Arms, and to receive from thence respectively, cer- 
tificates of their titles, been completely carried into 
effect, all difficulty would have been ina great டர 
obviated, and the same act would have at once purge 
the order of usurpers, and ‘spurious claimants, and fur- nished a clear and unerring light to its future Historio- 
§taphers. Several Baronets, however, disapproved at that time of those regulations, and petitioned the King for a revocation of the warrant, and his Majesty ac- _ cordingly condescended to revoke it, So far as it related _ to Baronets whose patents had been issued previously to 1783; but at the same time manifested his royal _ Sense of the propriety of the original measure, by or- _ daining that it should ‘remain in full force as to those of ட Subsequent creation. - 

a public, has furnished a subor- te motive to his present effort. The addition of a Baronetage, seemed at least proper as a companion to that work; and if we Consider the two together as com- _ prising, as in fact they do, the genealogical deduction of all hereditary honours in the united kingdom, they form a sort of whole, and derive an additional value _ from that integrity, It is chiefly however, to the coun- _ tenance of his humerous fri. L ends and patrons, that he Owes that degree of resolution which encouraged him fo undertake the work, and which has lightened the > Progress: so general and« 
_ $0 equal has been their favour to him, that he can © others, venture to offer 

ப 
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his particular grateful acknowledgements to sir Tho- 

mas Gery, Cullum, F. R. and L. S. Sir Oswald Mosley, 

Sir John Throckmorton, Sir Richard Colt Hoare, Sir 

John Harrington, Sir Charles Miles Lambert Monck, 

Sir John Aubrey, Sir Abraham Hume, the Rev. Sir 

Henry Trelawny, Sir John Macpherson, the Rev. Sir 

Henry Worsley Holmes, and Sir William Fraser, Ba- 

ronets ; the Hon. William Irby, the Hon. William Beau- 

champ Lygon, and to the Rey. William Betham, whose 

‘continuation of the Baronetage to a comparatively late 

period, deserves every sort of praise, and to Edmund 

Lodge, Esq. Lancaster Herald, Fellow of the Society of 
Antiquaries. 112 

றாம்‌, 1806... 4 i 

The editor conceives that it may be proper for him, 
on the present occasion, to add a few supplementary 

_ lines to this Preface, and indeed he is anxious to em- 

brace a new opportunity of making his most grateful 

acknowledgments, for the new and more increased 

contributions of intelligence, by which he has been en- 

abled to prepare this enlarged edition; he trusts that 

he need not apologise to the public for laying it before 

them, for the great increase in the number of Baronets 

seemed indeed to render it absolutely necessary. Mi- 

litary and naval services of a character heretofore 

almost unparalleled even in these realms, during an ad- 

ditional seven years, to a war before of unexampled 

length, have claimed with the strictest justice, and re- 

ceived with a most due liberality, those purely honour- 

able rewards, which his Royal Highness the Prince Re- 

gent, after the wise example of his Royal Father, has 

been pleased to allot to them. Long may their honours 

remain in their blood, and So long may their posterity 

emulate the bright example of such ancestors. 
March 25, 1815. ea 8 
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