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v - DEDICATION.

and dangerous connections to
which youth:of both sexes ate
equally liable, on' their first in-
troduction. into the splendid,
circles of the world, by falling
into the hands of those per-
sons who, from being vicious
themselves, take a peculiar: gra-
tification in endeavouring to bring
: the pure mind of honour and un-
sophisticé.ted innocence to their
own despicable level ; and the
young and inexperienced are,
alas! from the warmth and im- .
petuosity of nature, but too
likely to follow the ﬂowing-path
of unrestrained enjoyment, with-

out
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out reflecting that, from a mo-
mentﬁry gratification of - their
senses, a deserving and amiable
~ family may be dishonoured, and

: tendered miserable for life.

Every body panegyrizes the
bliss of wedded love, and even the
most depraved hold' that sacred
tie of God in a degree of venera-
tion and respect; but though all
must admire, few, very few, in the
splendour of the world, are ac-
quainted with its heartfelt cbarrﬁs,
- or practisé the duties it enjoins.
If objects 6erogating,from the
calm blessings of domestic hap-

o e piness,
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In the married life, without an-
intimate union of heart and mind, L
there can be no affection ; it is by -
such an union, that pemohs of
sense and virtue endeavour to ob-
tain real and pure felicity, by
‘uniting their affections in a kin-
dred soul. ‘Unless a‘re_ciproéation
of feeling takes place, marriage,

- indeed, is a sad ceremony, which
 joins the hands, but leaves the
unfortunate couple with alienated
and distracted minds ; ‘indiffe_renCe :
usurps the place of love; indif-
ference soon, in a heart of sen-
sibility, produces disgust; diégus;t
IS, At best,zattended with perpe-

i tual












‘xii_ L DE,DI(‘;ATION-.
Stifély a reflecting mind could not
e'xp.ect to receive, without return-
ing }eciual proof of tenderness.
VWe cannot surely ac'cqunt for this
contradiction, unless we believe
that every man 15 at heart ‘a ty-
rant, and wishes to receive, with-
out returning, the genuine tender-
ness of unb-cj)unded passion. Sure-
1y selfishness is the only cause of -
such inconsistency ; or why will a
man, because he conceives he has -
a right to please himself, wring a
héaft,with agony he should retain
by love ? Often too this cold, pee-
vish, unkind husband',' having for-
got be has a wife, attaches himself

elsewhere.












xvi DEDICATION.

All men are ‘hot capable of en-
jz)ying the pure delights of family
hafmony ; 1ts transports are re-
served for superior minds; how
can it exist in a heart habitually“
cold, unfeeling, and . ‘selfish?---
how can it animate the breast
of the miser, ~whose happiness
is centered in the possession of
.‘useless wealth ; whose liveliest
fears are excited by the probabi-
> lity of its diminution ?  The lover
of dissipation 1s equally incapable
of a strong and lasting aﬁ'eétion:_
he is engrossed by luxury and
fashion; he looks out of his fami-
ly and himself for enjoyment, for
: i - V 5 he
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