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iV. DEDICATION. 

and dangerous connections to 

which youth-of both sexes are 

equally liable, on their first, in- 

troduction into the splendid, 

circles of the world, by falling 

into the hands of those per- 

sons who, from being vicious 

themselves, take a peculiar: gra- 

tification in endeavouring to bring 

“the pure mind of honour and un- 

sophisticated innocence to their 

own despicable level; and the 
young and inexperienced are, 

alas! from the warmth and im- . 

petuosity ‘of nature, but too 

likely to follow the flowing path 

of unrestrained enjoyment, with-— 
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out reflecting that, from a mo- 

mentary gratification of - their 

senses, a deserving and amiable 

family may be dishongured, and 

' xendered miserable for life. 

Every body panegyrizes the 

bliss of wedded love, and even the — 

most depraved hold’ that sacred ~ 

tie of God in a degree of venera- _ 

tion and respect; but though all 

must admire, few, very few, in the 

splendour of the world, are ac~ 

quainted with its heartfelt charms, 

or practise the duties it enjoins. 

If objects derogating from the 

calm blessings of domestic hap- 

SNAG Se ie piness,  
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piness, are likely towean our weak 

minds from the true felicity they 

impart, we ought not to attempt 

the slightest. gratification of our 

desires, since. the ‘experience of 

every day is a convincing proof 

that satiety changes the appear- | 

ance of things, and forces the 

votaries’ of pleasure to seek for 

happiness in untried scenes, and, 

after the first - gloss of. novel- 

_ ty is worn off, they no longer 

take pleasure in that which has 

perhaps occasioned the most 

heart-rending agony to many a 

worthy breast, torn from a fond 

husband an adored wife, and 

ஸல்‌ robbed  
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robbed a smiling infant of .a mo- 

ther’s care, while the gray hairs of 

tender parents have sunk’ with 

sorrow to the grave. All thatis | 

new, promises delight; but, being 

possessed, its excellencies disap- 

pear, and again the man of plea- 

sure will recur to variety for the 

attainment of pleasure, while he 

consigis the weak woman, who 

has forfeited the happiness, the , 

honour, of her future life, to sigh 

after untasted bliss, and weep for 

ever the rashness of her neglect of 

the pure fountain,. from which 

alone it springs. 

4  
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In the married life, without an 

intimate union of heart and mind, ட 

there can be no affection ; itis by - 

such an union, that persons of 

sense and virtue endeavour to ob- - 

tain real and pure felicity, by 

‘uniting their affections in a kin- 

dred soul. ‘Unless a reciprocation 

of feeling takes place, marriage, 

indeed, is asad ceremony, which 

_joims the hands, but leaves the 

unfortunate couple with alienated 

and distracted minds ; indifference © 

usurps the place of love; indif- 

ference soon, in a heart of sen- 

sibility, produces disgust; disgust 

1s, at best, attended with perpe- 

a tual
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tual strife. What enjoyment re- 

mains, when the heart no longer 

finds an object of affection in the 

person ‘to whom it should be | 

united by the closest ties? Chil- 
dren, even those dear objects OL 

both. parents, however at vari-. 

ance on other points, but unitedon 

the love of their innocent babes, 

always materially suffer from the - 

smallest diminution of connubial* 

‘ happiness, instead of having before 

them the deli ehtful sight of uniform 

tenderness, calculated to excite, in 

young hearts, sentiments of gen- 

_tleness, virtue, and domestic har- 

mony. Theexample of coldness, 

ச ee Sas Or
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of secret dislike, nay, sometimes 

even of undisguised hatred, insen- 

sibly prepares the innocent mind 

to be the receptacle of every vice ; 

or if, which is but too generally — 

the case, from the perfect indiffe-. 

rence an unsocial husband and 

wife will mest assuredly and natu- | 

rally shew to their unfortunate 

offspring, they abandon them to 

“the care of -hirelings, they are 

equally in danger of being cor-. 

rupted by the harshness, pusilla- ~ 

nimity, and selfishness of - these 

“mercenary instructors. A wite, 

and mother, has many duties to. 

perform, | harsh perhaps to «the. 

female
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Surely a reflecting mind could not 

expect to receive, without return- 

ing equal proof of tenderness. 

We cannot surely account for this _ 

contradiction, unless we believe 

that every man is at heart ‘a ty- 

rant, and wishes to receive, with- 

out returning, the genuine tender- 

ness of unbounded passion, Sure- 

ly: selfishness is the only cause of - 

‘such inconsistency ; or why will a. 

man, because he conceives he has - 

a right to please himself, wring a 

heart with agony he should retain 

by love ? Often too this cold, pee- 

vish, unkind husband, having for- 

got he has a wife, attaches himself 

elsewhere.
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elsewhere. “Has this man a. right 

to complain, if another fill the 

throne of affection’ he has thus 

abdicated ?- Yet, even in this si- 
tuation, a truely virtuous woman 
will preserve her own fame invio- 

late, since there is an awful reve- : 

rence and respect attending vir- 

tue, which the most bold, -pre- 

suming libertine dares not invade, 

or violate. She carries on her 

arm the ‘gorgon shield, which 

~ strikes each rash beholder dumb. 

There isa radiant glory shining - 

round her head, which proves to 

all the true divinity within.--- 

As the sun’s purer rays are not 

ஆ = polluted 7 
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polluted when they fall amidst the , 

mire and filth; so the truely vir- , 

tuous mind will remain untainted 

amidst the loose and vicious, 

and she may enjoy, in spite of 

every circumstance, the heart- 

felt delight of seeing’ her little 

beauteous cherubs .around her 

knee, without one pang of con- 

science » interfering on her side, . 

to. cast a gloom on the transports: 

of a tender, honourable mother. 

A husband and wife, who pro- 

fess a mutual attachment, should 

reci procally rectify their opinions, 

correct their bad habits, assist’ 

: ‘their.
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their laudable attempts, soften 

their afflictions, multiply their en- 

joyments, moderate the exulta- 

tion of success, and dissipate the 

gloom of disappointment. Then 

should we behold more instances 

of connubial felicity, and have less 

"frequent accounts of lovely wo- 

men abandoning their: families, 

‘and consigning themselvesto ever- 

lasting infamy, and their hus- 

bands, parents, and innocent chil-, 

dren, to the pity and disgrace 

a wife, a daughter, and a mo- 

ther’s conduct has ட upon 

them!  
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All men are not capable of en- 

joying the pure delights of family 

harmony; its transports are re- 
served for superior minds; how 

can it exist in a heart habitually 

cold, unfeeling, and ‘selfish?--- 

how can it animate the breast 

of the miser, whose happiness 

is centered in the possession of 

useless wealth ; whose’ liveliest 

fears are excited by the probabi- 

~ lity of its diminution? The lover 
of dissipation is equally incapable 

of a strong and lasting affection ; 

he is engrossed by luxury and 

fashion; he looks out of his fami- 

ly and himself for enjoyment, for 

4 he  
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_ principles, admits to her’ breast ° 

the delusions ‘of platonic love; an ~ 

‘error fatal to many others be- 

sides the unfortunate heroine of 

the following . pages ; who, with 

the most refined ideas of virtue’ 

and propriety, have, by a mistaken 

reliance on their own strength of 

virtue, fallen victims to this dan- 

gerous meteor, which has left the 

“miserable. object no future pro- 

‘spect, but what-is dark and dis- 

mal; no friendly glimpse of light, 

not even the glow-worm’s faint 

‘uncertain glimmer, to shew the 

narrow path of female reputation, 

which, when once quitted, is ne- 

ver
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love is the groundwork of esteem 

in the married life; it is undoubt-— 

edly the most essential requisite. 

Without: this, it is only a bargain 

and compact; a tyrant, perhaps, 

on the man’s part, and a slavery 

on the woman’s, who is, alas! 

but too ready to fly from bon- 

dage. Tt is love only that ce- 

ments the hearts ; ; and where that 

union is wanting, it is but a sha- 

" dow, a carcass of marriage. It 

should be the study of women to 

preserve this flame, that, like the 
vestal fire, it may never go out; 

and, to that end, carefully to” 

guard it from. all those things 

| which
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which are naturally apt to ex- 

tinguish it; which every act 

that takes off mutual  confi- 

dence, will, by degrees, bring 

about. 

A. married woman, under no 

circumstance whatsoever, should 

encourage any male friend. Her 

husband, if tender and affection- 
ate, has that sole prerogative 

vested in himself; if otherwise, 

for her own honour, she should 

_ avoid a_connection of the sort ; 

for, however innocent of heart she 

may be, she must not provoke an 

assault: she who exposes herself 
any to  
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to receive it, is far removed from 

safety. The female who lends a 

patient ear to praises of her wit, 

or ‘beauty, intends at first, per 

-haps, only to gratify her vanity; 

but when she is once charmed 

- with that Siren’s song, bewitched 

with that flattery, she insensibly 

declines in her domestic duties, 

and feels a too partial kindness _ 

- for that man she weakly supposes 

loves her so much; and when that 

spark shall be blown up-by per- 

‘ petual remonstrance of passion, 

and perhaps the little romantic 

artifices which man can so well 

invent, it may, in a moment;_ 

burst.



 



 


