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பட at THE 

FOREST OF ST. BERNARDO. — 

    

CHAP. I. 

_ JULIANA had amused herself with 
reading till the shades of night had 
cast a gloom on the surrounding scene, 

which induced her to quit the temple 
in search of Matilda and Charles, whose 

jong stay rather surprised her. Having , 
sauntered some time in hopes of meet- 
VOL. Iv. ட ட. ing
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_ing them, Bari in vainly ‘the hemisphere, 

being suddenly overclouded, threatened 

an approaching storm, which deter- 

mined her to return home ds fast as 

over her head, roused her. 

- possible. 

A winding path led to an arm of the 

sea, which she was obliged to cross in 

her way to the park, ‘The storm had 

just begun, and she was involved in — 

total darkness. Juliana, though natu- 

rally courageous, felt an unusual. awe. 

Involuntarily she stopped ; her feet — 

seemed transfixed to the ear th, and she 

listened with trembling anxiety, ‘for the : 

footsteps of her friends. A‘ ‘violent 

clap of thunder, which seemed to burst™ 

« Protect



  

  4 Pee te Heaven pe "she வ 

chimed. es a es ae ae 

At that instant she ica some One - 

approaching, On turning suddenly 

round, by the glare of the lightning 

. she percéived two” il-looking fellows 

rush out of asmallinclosure. Fear lent 

her wings, and she had almost reached 

‘the cottage which stood at the entrance 

of the park when her foot struck against 

a stone, and she fell. Before she could 

rise the men seized ines She screamed : 

violently, but the storm prevented her 

from being heard. ட 

ப. on her knees implored mercy, . 

Be “a and



க்கு offered the: men: ee 

purse. They made no “reply 5 ‘but ty- | 

ing a handkerchief over her mouth, 

    

one of them took her in his arms: 

Fear deprived her of her senses. On 

"recovering she found herself in bed ina 
small neat cabin. Two women (one, 

who seemed the superior, had a very 

stern aspect) were sitting by her. She 

endeavoured to rise, but was prevented 

by a faint sickness occasioned by ‘the 

motion of the vessel. A violent retch- 

ing ensued, and for three days she 

continued so ill that she ‘scarcely had. 

| any recollection of what ‘had passed. 

On the fourth morning she became per- 

்‌ ட்‌ collects, but. ப weak. 

ae She
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She revolved in her mind the strange 

and unfortunate event that had hap- 

‘pened. 

"The women perceiving Juliana had 
recovered her senses, brought her a 

cordial, which she took without hesi- 

tation, an and found herself somewhat re- 

freshed. On putting some questions to 

her ‘attendants they shook their heads, 

and made signs that ley did not under: 

stand her. 

- Juliana, as it has been already ob- 

served, was endued with a solidity of 

judgment and penetration far above her 

years, and blessed with an uncommon 

fortitude and sweetness of temper which 

BS : never
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never forsook. her even on the most | 

trying occasion: ole struck her that 

nothing could: be obtained by -sullen- 

ness or resistance, as she was evidently 

too much in the power of her enemy ; 
she determined, therefore, to do. every 

thing: to. restore her health and ‘strength, cs 

_ and by. supplication and prayer ‘implore. 

the protection of Divine Providence, 

and resigning herself to his: disposal, 

with. patience wait’ the solution of. her 

mysterious fate. 
4 

This determination calmed, in some 
measure, the perturbation of her mind, 

and subdued the ‘poignancy of her 
grief. No one entered the cabin -but 

the women,.who took, such good care - 

of
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_ of her that in afew days she was able 

to rise.» She was amply. supplied with 

every article of dress in the. amiost ale- 

gant stile. ப்‌ eee 

wah weather being remarkably fine, 

dicate. signs for her to go 

on deck-for the benefit of the aire: Cu 

riosity: induced Juliana: to comply, with 

their request. ‘How great was her. sur- 

prise to find she was-on board a Spanish’ 

ship !- -Toliana‘perfectly: understood the 

language, and spoke “it with fluency. 

_ Father Edmund _ had in. her childhood. 

taken great pleasure in “teaching her 

‘Spanish, and often conversed with her 

in, ர்‌. 

ay ஐ. தரா:



A genteel, well-bred man, who “ap: 

- peared to have the command, approach- 

-ed her, bowed respectfully,- and by _ 
signs expressed his pleasure -at her re- 

covery. She politely: returned’ her 
thanks, and addressed: him in.French, 

it having occurred to. her that by: con- 

cealing her knowledge of the: Spanish 

language she might - gain some’ intelli- 

_ Sence relative to ‘her destiny. « - Felix 
(so he was called) either did: not, .or 
would not, -understand her, பட ்‌ 

On Juliana’s retiring to her cabin the 

circumstance of being on board. a Spa- 
nish vessel puzzled her extremely, - 

* Who can be the contriver of this 

plot?”
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plot ?” thought she. -“* No one in Spain 

knows of my. existence, except my fa- 

ther. Surely the secret has not escaped 

him! If it has, of what. consequence - 

could it be to any one to be at the ex- 

pense and trouble to carry me off? 

And now they have gained their point, 

what good can arise to them from it?” 

“In vain Juliana’s imagination wander- 

ed in a labyrinth of conjectures, till, per- 

plexed: and *wWearied, she gave up the 

point; and fervently recommending 

herself to the care of Heaven, retired to 

‘yest, and in a ‘calm sleep for some 

hours —— oblivion. ; 

Her table was wat supplied, and the 

ல்க ட்‌ attendants
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attendants continued attentive but Si- 

lent. The book. she had‘ been reading 

that fatal evening: she was torn from . 

_ her country and friends she had’ put in’ | 

her pocket: it was a well-chosen: col 

lection of Poems, and had. been ’pre- — 

sented to her by Edward. This ren- 

dered it invaluable. His picture, which © 

she wore, proved a,melancholy source 

of amusement. Often for hours she 

-would sit and gaze onit. This brought 

on a train of reflexion which ‘in spite of 

her fortitude overpowered her; for 
though.. Juliana could support her own 

_ distress, the bare idea of the sufferings ட்‌ 
of her friends overwhelmed heh wit 

affliction, esa ப 

“இற்‌.



  

acral a” sae visited herd and 

lent her several books in the French 

language on entertaining. and instruct- 

ive subjects. I hiss was a real. acqui- 

sition, as it engaged her attention, and 

often beguiled her of her fears. It con- 

-vinced her that Felix spoke French. 

Thus passed near. a month,.wher > 

one afternoon, being Seated on deck, ie 

she found, by: the. conversation, the 

sailors were in. hopes of making land 

the following day. Felix gave orders’ . ட 

to the attendants to get things in readi- 

néss,  The-next ‘morning the vessel — 

age made 
௫
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: ake the, port. of — —, on the த்தது 
of ———. Sdine hours after, they had: 
cast anchor, Relix, by signs, desired. Ju- 
fee to go on shore, and with: great re- 

spect handed her into the boat. The 
attendants followed. 

  

  

On their landing she perceived an 
old-fashioned coach, with six mules and 

several servants, in waiting. This led 
her to imagine that Felix had given no- 
tice of her arrival. After placing Juli- 
ana and the women in the carriage, 

Felix followed ; and seating himself 

backwards, Feb as usual, a profound 
silence. 

Had our heroine’s mind been perfectly 

at
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at ease, the face of the country would 

have inspired her with melancholy 

ideas. It appeared a desert, a few mi- 

serable huts excepted. Not an. habita- 

tion was to be seen, except on a rising 

ground, almost enveloped with trees, 

(which seemed coequal with the flood,) 

the turrets of an antique castle appeared. 

In Jess than an: hour, though from the 

unevenness of the roads they moved 

slowly, they reached the outward gate 

‘of this venerable gothic pile. As the 

porter was opening the massy gate, 

which creeked on its hinges, Juliana in- 

voluntarily shuddered. ~~ 

“ Ah,” thought she, as they drove 

into the court, “-how different is this 

gloomy.
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gioomy mansion to the beautiful gothic : 

structure at. Upton ! Oh, ‘my beloved . 

friends, what do you not suffer for your; 

Juliana? - Shall 1, O, merciful Heaven, 

shall I ever be. restored to you—ever 

have the supreme: happiness of again 

behoiding you ?”’. 

Teas started. in her eyes;. Felix was 

affected. . By signs he endeavoured 10: 

quiet her fears. On alighting, they 

were received by, a venerable-looking 

woman, ~whose benignity of counte- 

nance strongly prepossessed Juliana in 

her favour, whom with great respect 

she welcomed, and conducted her into. 

a superb saloon furnished in the ancient 

style of Spanish magnificence. > Felix 

- bowed,
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bowed, and:took his leave immediately. 

The two women:remained. Refresh- 

ments of various sorts wefe-set before 

her. “At dinner the table” ‘was spread 

with every delicacy, an and served in 

plate." Two servants waited. One of 

them, to her erent comfort, spoke to- 

lerable'Frénch; so she had the pleasure 

of-being: ்‌ understood when she called for 

any thifig; and of hearing the sound of 

her own voice, to which she was almost 

a stranger. Pca < 

Being rather more composed, she 

observed that. the few. domestics she 

had seen-were in-deep mourning ; and 

on examining the arms on the ‘plate, 
she perceived: they ‘were the duke’s, 

அன her:
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her grandfather. © What: ednfirmed her. 

that she did not mistake was மட ரல்‌, 

springing out” ofa ‘ducal coronet, and. 

the cypher being the. dnitials: of “his 

name. She concluded: thaps the was 

dead; but’ if the Marquis; her father, 

had succeeded to the title, what. could 

induce him to act in 80 unaccountable a 

manner ? Why not‘openly demand her | 

of Mrs. Millward, «who. certainly would 

“not have detained her against his con- 

sent? - Yet when ்‌ she ‘considered the 

character of the Marquis; the fondness 

he had even from ‘her birth expressed 

for her, and that her intended union 
with Edward was at his own particular. 

request, and seemed to be the first. wish | 

of his heart, she ‘could not for a mo: 

"ment
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ment suppose he even’ knew of the 

transaction. Had the Marchioness disco- 

vered that she was still in existence, and, 

fearful of her rivalling Elvira in the af- 

fections Of the Marquis, had got her 

into her power, and perhaps meant 

tor seclude- her in a convent for life? 

‘But if she was the amiable, generous 

Sophronia described, who had acted so 

noble, 50. disinterested by her. mother, 

surely it was impossible that she could 

be guilty of such an act of cruelty; and 

she rejected the surmise: ‘with disdain. 

Strongly was she tempted to inter- 

rogate the servant who spoke French, 

but a moment’s consideration deter- 

mined her to suppress her curiosity, 

and
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and on no account ask any questions. 
Juliana employed herself some time in 
looking at the family pictures, One, a 
beautiful boy of about six years old, at- 
tracted her notice. She was looking 
attentively at it, when Conrad © entered: 
to announce that, tea and. coffee were 
ready. He seemed by] his looks 0. 

- 600௨ ஜய ask who it was done for. 
Finding Juliana” pny to follow 
him, he aid soe lee 

  

“ The < ee you were admiring, 
Donna, was drawn for the 2... of 

Vaena, when a-child.” 

- This convinced her thas: she must be 

in the power of her family, but did not 

in


