








o ALMERIA.

which money confers, endeavoured te/m-
crease this importance by keepmg all his’
acquam‘iance in uncertainty, as to what

\he called his « testamentaru dispositions.”
Sometimes he hinted, that his step-daugh-
ter should be a match for the proudest
riband in England; sometimes he de-
‘clared, that he did not know of what use
m(_)néy could be to a woman, except to
make her a prey to a fortune-hunter, and,
that his girl should not be left in a way
to be duped.

. As to his daughter’s education, that
was an affair in which he did not inter-
fere; all that he wished was, that the
girl should be kept humble, and have no
fine notions put into her head, nor any
communication with fine people. He
kept company only with men of his own

_sort; and as he had no taste for any kind
of literature, Almeria’s time would have
hung rather heavy upon her hands, had
she been totally confined to his society ;
but, fortunately for her, there lived in the
neighbourhood an elderly gentleman and
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"% ﬂi,s-’daughter; whdm» her father allowed
~* her to visit.. Mr. Elmour was a country
« gentlenfan of a moderate fortune, a re-
spectable family, and of a most amiable

. character: between his, daughter Ellen
aud Miss Turnbull there had subsisted an
intimacy from their earliest childhood.

. The professions of this friendship had
hitherto -been much the warmest®on the
~_ part of Almeria; the proofs were, per-
haps, the strongest on the side of Ellen.
Miss Elmour, as the daughter of a gentle-
man, whose family had been long settled
in the country, was rather more consider-
ed than Miss Turnbull, who was the
daughter of a grazier, whose money had
but lately raised him to the level of gen-
tility. At Mr. Elmour’s house Almeria

" had an opportunity of being in much
better company than she could ever have
seen at her father’s; better company in
every respect, but chiefly in the popular,

or more properly in the aristocratic, sense
of the term: her visits had consequently
been long and frequent; she appeared
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« opinion, because it was always acknow-
*ledged with so much candour and humi-
dity by Almeria, who seemed to*look up

to her friend jas to a ‘being of a superior

~ order. This freedom from envy, and this
generous-enthusiasm, first touched young"
Mr. Elmour’s heart. Next to possessing
his sister's virtues and talents, loving them
was, in his opinion, the greatest ‘merit.
He thought, that a person capable of ap--
preciating and admiring Ellen’s charac-
ter must be desirous of imitating her; and
the similarity of their tastes, opinions, and -
principles, seemed to him the most secure
pledge for his future happiness. Miss
Turnbull’s fortune, whatever it might be,
was an object of no great importance to
him ; his father, though not opulent, was
in easy circumstances, and was: ¢ will-
ing,” he said,  to deprive himself of
some luxuries for the sake of his son,
whom he would not control én the choice
of a wife—a choice onwhich he knew,
from his own experience, that.the happi- :
ness of life so much depends.”
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_The benevolent old gentleman had pe- ~
culiar merit in this conduct, because, if '
he had as weakness in the world, it was
a prejudice in favour of what is called
good family and birth : it had long been
the secret wish of his heart, that his‘oniy
son might marry into a family as ancient
as his own. = Frederick was fully sensiblg
of the sacrifice that his father made of his
pride: but that which he was willing to
make of what he called his luxuries, his
son’s affection and sense of Jjustice for-’
bade him to aceept. He could not rob
his father. of any of the comforts of his
declining years, whilst in the full vigour
of youth it was in his power, by his own
exertions, to obtain an independent main-
tenance. He had been bred to the bar 3
no expense had been spared by his father
in his education, no efforts had been
omitted by himself, He was now ready
to enter on the duties of his profession
- with ardour, but without presumption.
Our heroine must be pardoned by the
most prudent, and admired by the most
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« ropantic, for being desperately in love
+with a youth of such a character, and
such expectations. Whilst the young
lady’s passmn was growing every hour
more lively, *her old father was growing:
every hour more lethargic. He had a
superstitious dread of making a will, as
if it were a preparation for death which
would hasten the fatal moment. Hodg-
kinson’s fuends tried to conquer this pre-.
Judlce, but it was in vain to reason with a
man, who had never reasoned during the
whole of hus life about any thing except
bullocks. Old Hodgkinson died—that
was a matter of no great consequence to
any lﬁdy—but he died without a will,
and that was a matter of some importance
to his daughter. After searching in every
probable and improbable place, there
was, at length, found in his own hand-
writing a memorandum, the beginning
of which was in the first. leaf of his
cookery-book; and the end in the last leaf’
of his prayer-book. There was some
difficulty in deciphering’ the memoran-
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Fo my step-daughter Almeria, who 'j$
now at Elmour Grove in her eighteenth
yeazr-—-. el ; ?

[Written across the above in rede z}rk]
Mem™—TI prophecy this third day of
August that the man from Hull will be

here to morrow with Jresh mullets.

And as girls go, I believe a good girl,
consulermcr the times—but if she dis-
obho'e ine by marrlaoe, or othérwme, I
‘hereby revoke the same.

[Wiritten diagonally in red ink.]
Mem™—Weight of the Big Bullock,
90 score, besides offal. :
[The value was so pale it could not be decipizered.]

And I further intend to except out of

my above bequest to my daughter Alme-
via, the sum of

A fine meathod to make Punch of Va-
lentia dram. v. page 7.

Ten thougand pounds, now in Sir Thomas
Stock’s my banker’s hands, as a token of
remembrance to John Hodgkinson : of
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Hull on account of his being my name- -
sake, apd, I believe, relation—
i » = .,
[Coﬁtinuatiow on the last leaf of the prayer-ba&k.] g
It is my further intention (whenever I

~ find said honest attorney fit for my will)

to leave sundry mourning rings with my.
bair value (blank)—one in particular to
Charles Elmour, Sen. Esquire, and also—

[Upside down, in red ink.]
Mem™ — Yorkshire Puddings — Knox
sa.ys good in my case.

Hodgkmson late
Hannah A Turnbull (my wife)
_ her prayer book,
born Decem® 5th, 1700,
died Jan 4th, 1760;
leaving only behind her, in this world,
Almeria Turnbull (my step-daughter)

Also another mourning ring to Fre-
derick, the son of Charles Elmour, Esq. -
and ditto to Ellen his daughter, if I have
hair enough under my wig.
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[Diagonal in red ink.] ¢
Mem'“f{To know from Dr. K’Hlox by

return of post what is good against sleep:

©

—in my case— o
ThlS is the shért of my Will—the at-
torney (when found) will make it long

enough.—And I hereby declare, that T
will write no other Will with my own.
hand, for man, woman, or child—And
_that I will and. do. hereby disinherit any-
person or persons—male or female—good’
—bad—or indifferent—who shall take

upon them to advise or speak to me about
_making or writing my Will—which is
no business of* theirs—This my last reso-
lution and memorandum,; dated, this 5th

of August—reap: to-morrow, (glass ris--
ing)—1766,. and. signed with my own'

hand, same time..

John Hodgkinson, grazier & so forth;

Now it happened, that.Mi‘. Hodgkin=
son’s:namesake and relation disdained the.
ten thousand pounds legacy, and claimed
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- she whole propertv as heir at law. Al-
mena, who was utterly unacquamted with:
busmess, applied to Mr. Elmqur in this
dfﬁiculty, and he had the goodness to
undertake the management of her affairs.
Frederick engaged to carry on her law-
suit, and to plead her cause against this
rapacious Mr. Hodgkinson, of Hull.—
Whilst the suit was pending, Miss Turn-
- bull had an opportunity of seeing some-
thing of the ways of the world, for the
manners of her Yorkshire acquaintance,
of all but Ellen and the Elmours, varied
towards her, according to the opinion
formed of the probable event of the trial
- on which her fortune depended. She
felt these variationsmost keenly. Ini par-
ticular, she was provoked by the con-
duct of Lady Stock, who:was at this time
the fashionable lady of York: Sir Tho-
mas, her hushand, was a great banker;
and whenever she condescended to visit
her friends in the country, she shone upon
them in all the splendour and pride of
wealth. - Miss@urnbull, immediately af-:
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ter her father's death, went, accompa- -
nied by old Mr. Elmour, to Sir Thomas >
Stock, to settle accounts with hun, she |
was received by hislady as a great heiress,
with infinite civility ; her visit punctually
returned, and an invitation to dinner sent
to her and the Elmours with all due ex-
pedition. As she seemed to wish to ac-
cept of it, her friends agreed to accom-
pany her, though in general they disliked
~ fine dinners; and though they seldom left
their retirement to mix in the gaieties of
York. Miss Turnbull was received in
rather a different manner from what she:
expected upon this occasion; for between
the sending and the accepting of the
invitation, Lady Stock had heard, that
her title to the fortune was disputed, and
that many were of an opinion, that in-
stead of having two hundred thousand
pounds, she would not have a shilling.
Almeria was scarcely noticed, upon her
entrance, by the lady of the house; she
found herself in a formidable circle, where
every body seemed-to consider her as be-






