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INTRODUCTION.

Tas poem is founded on the following part
of the Hlstory of Saint Margaret She was
the daughteaof a heathen pnest and beloved
by Olybius, the Prefect of the East, who
- wished to marry her. The rest of the legend
I have thought myself' at liberty to discard,
- and to fill up the outline as my own imagina-

tion suggested. Gibbon has so well condensed

n which remains to us from
Strabo, Chrysostom, Sozomen, and the writings
of Julian the Apostate, relative to Antioch,
the Temple and sacred grove of 'Daphne, that
the reader will be able to comprehend from
his florid, and too glowing description, most
 of'the allusions to these subjects contained in

- the poem. The passage occurs in his twenty-

third chapter.






