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INTRODUCTION. 

I have much pleasure in writing this introduction to the 

paper read by Mr. Manickam Naicker at the last session of the 

South Indian Association at which I presided» Portions only of 

the paper, giving a succinct outline of the subject, were then 

read out, but the whole paper is now published. 

His demonstration of the transformation of the letter 9 

into -¥ and of the letter - into the other letters of the alphabet 

his production of the Mantric forms from the letter y symbolis- 

ing their legends, his exposition of the coincidences of natural 

forms with the Pranava letter ஓஒ, and his quotations illustrating 

the mystio-philosophy under-lying the Tamil forms and language 

seem to be original discoveries and are very interesting and 

instructive. 

As I don’t believe in the theory of “mere curious 

coincidences ” especially when they become numerous, I 

think that the balance of probability leans very much in 

favour of the main theory of the lecturer. It is therefure 

very probable that the letters of the Tamil alpbabet were devised 

by a great Rishi on a definite philosophical plan. Asa rule 

no new suggestion or discovery is accepted by the people 

without hesitation and so the author himself does not demand 

abrupt acceptance of his principles. Especially in the matter of 

details, there is room fur great divergence of opinion and the 

author evidently keeps an open mind, showing that though he 

is “ possessed” of new and sturtling ideas, he also “ posscsses” 

them and is not their slave. “The subject, however, is one of 

such absorbing interest that even a gentleman of such wide read- 

ing und culture as the author (the author’s deep knowledge
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of embryology, geology, archaelogy, and other subjects showing 

that he isnot a mere lop-sided and narrow-minded scholar) 

might be led into minor errors unless other scholars assist him 

with free criticisms and suggestions which he invites so modestly 

- in his “ Address to those concerned”. I believe that beyond 

intellect ig Intuition and that Intuitional Inspiration comes to 

those (Darwin and Newton being greats examples) who have got 

a passion for Truth without being swayed by prejudice and 

conceit and have thought and studied long with that passion in 

their heart. I may be permitted to express my opinion (for 

whatever it is worth) that the author seems to have had intui- 

tional glimpses of some universal mystic Truths in consequence 

of such deep study and meditation. 

The author does not profess to be a deep Sanscrit scholar. I 

have no doubt that very clever critics are sure to fasten on a few 

errors and a few weak arguments which may be found here and 

there and try to cast ridicule in a wholesale manner on the author 

on that account. ‘That isan ordeal which all authors who put 

forward works of intuitional originality (especially where the 

works contain wystic Truths) ought to be prepared to pass 

through. Fortunately, they mostly not only survive 

the ordeal but become better and purer for the ordeal. Our 

author is, I believe, prepared to suffer in such “ good 

company” and will (I have little doubt) survive similarly. I 

believe that every later edition of the autbor’s work would get 

rid of the weak points in the earlier editions and demonstrate by 

further illustrations drawn from the wide circle of scientific and 

mystic lore the strength of the foundation-verities on which the 
work is based. If no later edition is called for, it must be due 
to the root-ideas being too “ futuristic’ but seeing that. the 
humanworld is moving very fast in these days I do not, myself 

believe that the work bas been tuo prematurely born.




