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JupicrAL DEPARTMENT. 

No. 8 or 1854. 

OUR GOVERNOR IN COUNCIL AT FORT SAINT GEORGE. 

Para. 1. Our attention has been recently called to the arrangements proper to be adopted 

for the superintendence of the local administration in Bengal and under the Presidency of Bom- 
bay. We are led to believe that the system in force under your Presidency may also stand in 

need of revision and improvement. 

2. In Bengal, the Collectors and Magistrates of several adjacent Districts (generally five or 

six) are placed under the regular control of a Commissioner, who is responsible for the Revenue 

and Police administration within the range of his authority. Changes have been occasionally made 

in the details of this control, but the principle of subjecting the local officers to such superinten- 

dence is an essential part of the scheme of administration in that Presidency. Occasional tours of 

inspection are also made by the superior authorities as circumstances render necessary. 

3. Under the Bombay Presidency the Police system both village and stipendiary is at 

present in a course of revision and reform. In each Districta Superintendent of Police has been 

appointed who is subordinate to the Magistrate but is vested with the immediate direction and’ 

control of the establishment. The several Collectors (also being Magistrates) are under the 
control of two Revenue Commissioners, one fur the Northern the other for the Southern Division ; 

Circuits were formerly made by Judges of the Sudder Udalut, for the purpose of enquiring into 

the Police and Judicial administration of each District, and itis at present under consideration 

by what agency it may be most advisable that this duty shall be performed for the future. 

4, In your Presidency the Police is immediately under the direction of the Collector who 

is also Magistrate. 

5. Since the abolition of the Provincial Courts of Appeal and Cirenit of the Madras 

Presidency, by Act VII of 1843, no local superintendence has been exercised over the officers 

intrusted with the administration of justice and Police in the several districts. Except in the 

case of a deputation for some temporary purpose, under Act X of 1849, no such superintendence 

has of late years, we believe, been exercised over Collectors, and Magistrates, whereas the prin- 

ciple of supervision of superior authority was maintained although imperfectly during the conti- 

nuance of the office of Principal Collector, with two or sumetimes three subordinate district 

Collectors acting under his authority. The control over the local administration is now exclu- 

sively in the hands of the Government itself, or of the Sudder Udalut, the Board of Revenue, | 

or the head of some department, all stationed at the Presidency. 

6. Weare desirous that you should institute such an investigation as you may judge most 

advisable for the purpose of ascertaining how far this system, which is peculiar to your Presidency, 

| has worked satisfactorily for the public interests. The inquiry has to be conducted under a two- 

| fold aspect, first, with regard to the faithfulness, the diligence, and the efficiency of the local 

administration, and secondly, with regard to the means possessed by the authorities at the seat of 

Government, for obtaining accurate knowledge of the details of that administration, and to the 

competency of the said authorities, thus situated, for its direction and control. 

7, Should defects be Tound to exist, the next question will relate to the remedy most pro~ 

per to be applied to them without giving rise to evils of some other kind. 

8. The elements of Police under the Madras Presidency are essentially the same asin other 

parts of India, consisting of two parts viz. A


