





Later in the 17th century, the Nayak Kings,
who were the descendants of the Vijayanagar
Kings came into power and under their rule
Madurai became renowned. The Nayak Kings
contributed much towards the architectural
development of the town. The word Madurai
means ‘‘ Sweetness >> and is indicative of its
culture and peace.

f) Local Customs and Festivals :

1. The Chitrai Festival in April-May cele-
brates the marriage of Meenakshi ¢ the fish
eyed Goddess ” and Lord Sundareswarar.
According to the legend, Meenakshi was the
daughter of a Pandya King who ruled Madurai
and in the course of time, Meenakshi was
also crowned as Queen of Madurai. The coro-
nation of Meenakshi is celebrated during this
festival and later her marriage to Sundares-
-warar. The procession of the deities in the
"Temple Car is an impressive sight.

2. The Avani Moolam Festival occurs in
August—September when the coronation of
Lord Sundareswarar takes place. An interes-
ting event in this festival is the ninth day
when Lord Sundareswarar is dressed as an
ordinary labourer and taken to the banks of
the river Vaigai. The legend behind this is
that the Lord Sundareswarar once appeared as
a labourer to help an old woman who sold

rice - cakes for a living.

3. The floating festival takes place in
January—February and is celebrated in the -
Vandiyur Teppakulam-about three miles from
the town. A specially constructed raft decora-
ted with flowers and lights carries the deities
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