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FOREWORD. 
By Reverenp H. A. POPLEY, may 

Secretary, Y.M C.A., Madras. 

  

Mr. T. C. Srinivasa Iyengar has asked me to write a 

Foreword, commending to the people of South India, this 
study of some problems connected with the author of the 

Tirukkural. I- have much pleasure in doing so, first 

because of my admiration for Mr. Somasundara Bharati, 

the author, with whom I have often discussed these 

problems; and secondly, because of my great interest in 

the sage Thiruvalluvar and his immortal work the sacred 

Kural. Through the centuries the baffling figure of the 

poet Thiruvalluvar, ‘the bard of universal man,’ has been 

shrouded in mist or clothed in wild and ludicrous legends 

which are evidently the fancies of later days. Sometimes 

we have seen him as the meditative weaver of Mylapore, 

plying his shuttle to the rolling of the waves. In this 

pamphlet he appears in a new guise as a Tamil chieftain 

at the Court of the Pandian King. 

This pamphlet deals trenchently with the many 

ludicrous and improbable stories that have clustered around 

the name of the unknown author of this great classic of 

the Tamil land. I have long believed that there is no 

evidence whatever for the truth of the legends concerning 
the birth of Thiruvalluvar, which made him one of seven 

children of a Brahmin father and a Paraya woman In 

fact the total absence of any contemporary evidence to the 

truth of this story is enough to lead any one to hesitate 
to accept it. Not one of the other six babes, some of whom 

are great names in Tamil literature, ever hint at any such 

story, and this alone is sufficient to disprovo its historicity.
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Mr. Somasundara Bharati has gone further, and has 

suggested that the name Valluvar was a Court-title, 

indicating that the author held an honoured position in 

the Court of the Pandian Kings. He brings some evidence 

for such a possibility, but I rather hesitate to give up 

altogether the tradition of a lowly origin for the author. 

Many of the greatest names in the world’s literature have 

had a lowly origin, and I should be rather sorry to have 

to disbelieve the story of Thiruvallurar’s lowly birth. 

Mr Bharati also discusses at great length the age of 

Thiruvalluvar and believes him to be anterior to the Third 

Sangam. He has brought together, for the first time 

I believe, a large number of extracts from the Sangam 

works which seem to contain quotations from the Kural. 

These alone show how wide has been the research of 

Mr. Bharati into this dificult question. Though it may 

not be possible to follow him in his endeavour to put back 

the age of Thiruvalluvar to a period anterior to the Third 

Sangam, I am glad that he has placed this point of view 

before us with such a wealth of material and with such 

an overflowing enthusiasm for the personality of the poet. 

Mr. Bharati makes an interesting conjecture with re- 

gard to the verse in the ‘Tiruyalluvamalai which refers 6௦ 

Madura as the birth place of the poet, as the Northern 

Madura (Muttra’ was the birth place of Sri Krishna In 

this as in other directions he shows the originality of his 
thought and his refusal to accept mere traditional interpre- 

tations as authoritative. This attitude of critical interpre- 
tation is one of the most welcome marks of this study, an 

attitude which the author has also revealed in his 

elucidation of Kambar’s Ramayanam. For this we are
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very grateful. In all these things there is often too great 

a reverence paid to ancient authorities, who, ‘as 

Mr. Bharati observes, may have been biassed by. other 

considerations. 

While it may not be possible for all readers to follow 

Mr. Bharati in all his conclusions, we are sure that all 

lovers of the Tirukkural will welcome this fresh and 

original attempt to solve some of the baffling problems of 

the authorship of this work. Everything that concerns 

the author of the Kural is of absorbing interest to Tamil 

students, and I am sure that this essay will receme a wari 

welcome from the Tamil public, who will rejoice to find 

scholars of independent ways of thinking giving time and 

thought to this most interesting question. 

The Tirukkural is one of great masterpieces of the 

world, a storehouse of ethical and cultural treasures; and 

the ‘bard of universal man’,as Dr. Pope calls Thiruvalluvar, 

is one of the shadowy figures of the past about whose life we 

are all anxious to obtain whatever fresh light is possible; 

and the Tamil public should be grateful to Mr. Soma- 

sundara Bharati for his contribution to the solution of 

one of our most interesting problems. 

3 M. C. A $ 

Mapras, 28 A. Pop ley: 

29nd May, '29. |



FOREWORD. ti 
By M. RB. Ry. Rao SAnIB 

V. P. SupramantA Mupatiar Avl., a.B vc. of Vellakal, 

  

Mr. Somasundara Bharati scarcely needs an introduc- 

- tion to Tamil lovers with a critical frame of mind, He 

has already done research work in connection with 

Kamba Ramayanam, andin his தசாதன்‌ குறையும்‌ கைகேயி 

Amoyb examined at length the question whether really 
Kaikeyi is as black a character as she is generally believed 

to be. Turning now to the other great Tamil work, 

Tirukkural, he hag discussed in the present thesis the age 

and life-history of its author, the poet philosopher, Thiru- 

valluvar. He asks me to write a short introductory note, 

and I do so with pleasure. 

The thesis formed the subject of a lecture delivered by 
the learned author under the auspices and at the request 
of the Madras University on 11—3—’29. The lecture 
called forth the admiration of scholars, and the Madura 
Tamil Sangam authorities have befittingly recognised its 
value in considering it worthy of publication by them in 

English as wellas Tamil. The Tamil version has been 

graced with an introduction from the pen of that most 
eminent and respected scholar Brahmasri Mahamaho- 
padyaya Swaminatha Iyer avergal, a circumstance, which 
by itself is sufficient to induce any one to peruse the 
thesis with more than ordinary attention. 

The author has in the thesis sorutinised carefully the 
cominon current legendary tales about Thiruvalluvar and 
Shown them “to lack the background of any proved o1 
provable facta.” A mass of folklore has sprung up about 
the incidents on Thiryvalluvar’s life, and Mr, Bharati bas
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done well to warn us against confounding fiction with 
history. 

Several of the legends about the life-history of the 
poet are evidently unworthy of any serious consideration. 

There are however some stories which have secured a 

strong hold on the credulity of even critically inclined 

persons, and the truth of which might appear to be borne 
out by intrinsic evidence in the name or writings of the 

poet. One of such stories is that connected with his 

supposed Pariah—ancestry - a story woven apparently 

around the present day meaning of the word fValluvar’. 
Mr. Bharati has knocked the bottom of the story by dis- 

cussing ably at length the real usage and import of the 
word ‘Valluvay’ in Tamil classics and showing that it is 

wrong to take ‘Valluvar’ as acaste-name. He leads us 

step by step to the conclusion that our poet and philosopher 

was in all probability of Vellala extraction. (See pages 

26—-37.) 

Where Valluvar lived is another interesting question, 

and Mr. Bharati has probed it and come to the conclusion 

that the time - honoured theory is wrong and that the 

honour of having been his abode belongs properly ta 

Madura and not Mylapore. There is much to be said in © 

favour of the theory thus newly and ably propounded. 

The age of Valluvar naturally occupies a prominent 

place in any historical dissertation about him. It is 

noedless to say that Mr. Bharati has given the question its 

due consideration. He has not fixed the exact point of time 

when the poet lived, but has done much to show that the 

beginning of the Christian era now generally ascribed to 

Valluvar is wrong and that Valluvar lived probably several
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centuries earlier. The age has to be fixed more definitely 
by further research. 

As stated by Mr. Bharati, the net result. of his 

discussion is “to prove the common anonymous legends 

about Valluvar to be apocrypha, and to stimulate further 

research in the biography of this great sage-poet, whom 

classical study suggests to be a Vellala-chief that adorned 

the Pandian-Court in Madura long before the Third 

Sangam stars appeared-on the Tamil horizon”. 

VELLAKAL, 
0 GQ . - ; 

மட்‌ 2 KP Satltamanta உரச நனம்‌,



FOREWORD. . 
to the Tamil-edition (translated). 

By Mahamahopadhyaya, Dhakshinathya Kalanithi 

Sri V. ‘SwaminaTHa Iyer AVERGAL. 
  

I was one of those privileged to hear and enjoy the 

lecture on ‘Thiruvalluvar’ delivered by Sreeman Soma- 

sundara, Bharatiar avergal, ma, B.L, of Madura on 

11—3—1929 in the Pachaiappa’s College (Madras) on the 

invitation of the University of Madras. 

‘Dealing with the factors of Thiruvalluvar’s ‘biography 

current at present, which are confoundedly confusing, 

contradictory in themselves, and contrary to the true tradi- 

tions of old, Mr. Bharatiar’s impressive speech soundly 

discriminated the acceptable from those that deserve to be 

rejected, and elucidated the great erudition of Thiruvalluvar 

and the regard he and his work commanded from the poets 

of yore, as well as the situation he held in his life; it 

was a reasoned disquisition so adequately and well warran- 

ted by authorities as to carry conviction to the audience. 

he discourse demonstrated the lecturer’s love of Tamil, 

his Tamil learning, his eloquence, and his memory-power ; 

it warmed the hearts of the listeners and elicited their 

admiration. 

I rejoiced to see this lecture of rare merit being now 

brought out in book-form for the benefit of those who did 

not hear it. ‘To the Tamil pandits, and to the research 

scholars among them, this book will, I think, be a new 

banquet. | ்‌ 

Thiruvebteeswaranvet, | Thus, 

Mapras, (Signed) Vv. SAMINATHIER.. 
91-45-1029,



AUTTHOR’S PREFACE: 
  

The absurd stories that have gained currency even 
among Scholars and Pandits in Tamilaham regarding the 

illustrious poet Valluvar and his life stirred me deeply, 
and made me earnestly to investigate their truth in the 

light of evidence available from the old classics. And the 

results of my thoughts were first submitted toa select 

audience of Tamil Pandits and Scholars in Trichinopoly 

about the end of 1925. The kindly reception they gave 

to my views encouraged me to revise them at leisure and 

to make them the theme of a lecture [ was called on to 

give in Madura on 25—1-—-1926 under the Chairmanship 
of Reverend H A. Popley m.a., the well-known Anglo-Tamil 

Scholar, as the second of a course of lectures organised 

under the joint auspices of the Madura Tamil Sangam and 
the Madura Y. M.C. A. The senior Sethu Samasthanam 

pandit Sri KR Raghava lyengaravergal, who attended that 

lecture, greatly helped me with thought-provoking questions 
to think out the whole thesis afresh in a critically historic 

perspective. And at the suggestion of Sri Thirunarayana 

Iyengar avergal, the senior pandit of the Madura Tamil 

Sangam, I since published the results of my research in the 

Sentamil Vol. XXIV, parts 9 and 10. The late learned 

Raja Sahib of Ramnad went out of his way to tell me 
one day in Madras that he read my paper in Sentamil with 
very real interest and found much food for thought. 

Recently when in response to the invitation from the 
University of Madras I undertook to deliver two lectures, 
I made this study of mine the thesis for my first University 
lecture delivered in the Pachayappa’s College on 11 —3—29,
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Although the University authorities let me down rather coldly 

by not caring to send any representative even to introduce 

their invited lecturer to the Madras public, still I feel 

grateful to the University for their auspices which gave 

me a sympathetic and discriminating audience. I had the 

good fortune to be listened to among others by that 

erudite scholar, Mahamahopadyaya Sri Swaminatha lyer 

avergal, Pandit Sri M. Raghava Iyengar avergal, Mr. 

Vaiyapuri Pillai pa, B.u., editor of the University Tamil 

Lexicon, and Mr T.C. Srinivasa Lyengar BA, BL, MLC, 

the learned Secretary of the Madura Tamil Sangam. The 

reception I had at their hands was more than I could 

wish for. The Mahamahopadyaya who attended both of 

my lectures, cheered and warmly encouraged me at the 

conclusion of my spseches with words of real sympathy 

and friendly interest. 

Subsequently after returning from his Council sittings, 

Mr. T. C Srinivasa Iyengar told mo that the Mahamaho- 

padyaya expressed himself to him so pleased with my 

lecture on Thiruvalluvar as to suggest its publication, and 

he algo proposed to publish the thesis uuder the Sangam 

‘auspices both in Tamil and in English. I gratefully fell in 

with his friendly proposal, and readily sent my manuscripts 

to the Sangam office in response to his invitation. J am 

really thankful to him for his genuine intorest and 

encouragement. In fact but for his friendly urge, I 

might not have even accepted the invitation to deliver the 

University-lectures. I am also indebted greatly to the 

scholars for their favourable opinions, which are appended 

to this brochure. My thanks are also due to the Sangam 

staff in general and to Mr. Ramanuja Tyengar, assistant



x 

editor of Sentamil in particular, for real interest evinced 
in revising proofs and seeing the booklet, through the press. 

I am not so vain as to expect my views in tnis 

monograph would command universal approval without 
challenge. But I would feel more than recompensed for 
my pains if only it serves to provoke further inquiries and 

to induce scholars to make genuine research in these 
directions to enlighten the public by dispelling the hazy 
refracting mists thah hang over the lives and aims of 
Sages, Saints and Savants in Tamilaham. 

Madura, LS. Bharate, 

25 —5—’29. Advocate. 

ERRATA mr CORRIGENDA 
coe 

    

PAGE, Linn, Error, CORRECTION, 

4, 8, tnedy fying unedifying 
4, 12. greateful grateful 
0. 6. Padian Pandian 
ர. 10. நின்ன ரின்னா 
11, 15. வீகிமதலே வீடதுவே 

11, 18, athe pee plana ஊசக்சை/குழியிலரதம்‌ 
ESS HOH, பாய்வதுபோல்‌, 

18. 29, conceipts concepts 
15. 6, irressitible irresistible 
16, 5. You you 
10, 19. parimelazhkar's Parimelazhakar’s 
17. 8 eithics , ethics 
19. 8 casteaway castaway 
23, 6. countenane countenance 
82. 22. sangam Sangam 
33. 19. suppresio veri suppressio vert 
36. 4 valluvamalai Valluvamalai 
37. 5 ‘ etimology etymology 
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I, INTRODUCTION. 

Rank credulity about all antiquities and blighting 

scepticism in actualities appear to be two of quite the 

common characteristics of the psychology of the average 

modern Tamil minds. While mistrust of men and things 

of the work-a-day world greatly handicap us in our real life 

and daily common intercourse and activities, our confiding 

credulity accepts readily and without the least serytiny all 

sorts of stories told us about our ancients and their lives. 

This passing phase of the easy mental pose of modern 

Tamilaham neod not be noticed seriously but for its 

responsibility for making much worthless history in the 

present renaissance. Almost all our beliefs derived or dating 

from the dark days of the medieval Tamilham are now in 

the melting pot: and itis only right that they should be 

tested in the crucibles of critical scrutiny even if it were 

only to rediscover, or revise and rightly appraise their real 

values. Close scrutiny without bias and with earnestness 

will really be of double service and can do no harm, It will 

serve truths to triumph; only fictions and fables may fade 

and wither away under its ruthless but all-purifyiug radio- 

rays. There is thus no reason to blame or ban any 

attempts of earnest enquiry and honest research, evan were 

- they to lead us to doubt, discount or denounce same of our 

fond beliefs of fair standing and wide currency Let us 

therefore turn now to critically veexamine the common 

tales about the great poot-philosopher of yore, whose 

classic Kural has come to arrest the attention, receiva the 

yecognition, and win the admiration of most of the cultured


