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INTRODUCTION.

The fifth volume of the descriptive catalogue of the Kannada
manuscripts is prepared on the same lines as those of the previous
volumes of this series. This contains descriptive notices of 213
works. Both the numbering of the manuscripts and pagination of
this volume are in continuation of the fourth volume.

The manuscripts described in this volume are mainly Stotras
and Padya-kavyas. The description of manuscripts dealing
with Srivaisnavism, ie., Nos. 826-831 is a continuation from
Volume IV. The following few works noticed in this volume
deserve special mention.

D. No. 889, KAPOTAVAKYA By NANJA,

This is a Puranic story taken from the Mahabharata describing
the self-sacrifice of two pigeons (couples) who gave up their life
so that their flesh might serve as food to a cruel hunter who was
about to die of hunger. The author is one Naifija who lived about
1700 A.D, The story is woven in simple lucid Sangatya metre.

D. No. 892, KUMARARAMANA KATHE By NANJUNDA.

This work narrates the adventures of Kwnmirarama, son 'of
Kampilaraya. The latter, greatly distinguished himself under
Ramadévariya of Anegondi at Rayadurga. He afterwards served
under King Prataparudra of Warangal and was engaged in various
battles with the Muslims. One of such battles resulted in the
capture of Prataparudra and the conquest of his Kingdom and also
the death of Kumararama. The heroism of Kuméararima .s
depicted in a telling manner which has a spema.l appeal to the Hindu
mind.

The author Nafijunda is the son of Madhava, grandson of
Vijayanrpila, and he lived in the early part of the 16th century.
The historical value of this work cannot be gainsaid.

D. No. 934, COLARAJA SANGATYA BY LINGA.

This deals with the story of Cola-king of the Lunar race, a great
devotee of Siva. The Pandya king who was a vassal of Colanr pala,
refused to give the annual tribute due to him. Thereupon, Cola-
nrpala waged war against him and conquered him in a fierce battle
and thus expandd his territory.
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The author Linga is the son of Timmanamantri, a Virasaive by
religion and is believed to have lived in 1150 A.D, .

D. No. 993, BIJJALARAYA CARITE sy DHARANIPANDITA.

An account is given in this of Bijjalaraya who reigned over
Kalyanapura in the eleventh century and who had as his minister,
Basava the founder of the Virasaiva cult. Bijjala, being a jaina,
persecuted the Virasaivas and attempted to do away with his own
minister Basava. But it was Basava who succeeded in putting
an end to the king and committed suicide by falling into a well,
in an attempt to escape from being suspected of his comphmty in the
king’s murder.

The author Dharanipandita, a jaina by religion, was the son
of Padmanapandita and a native of Visnuvardhanapura. He lived
about 1650 A.D,

D. No. 1015, MADANAMOHINIKATHE sy NARASIMHA.

An account of the life of Jayaséna son of Candrasekhara, king of,
Campz‘ kapura in the country of Malava, forms the subject-matter of
this work. He incurred the displeasure of his step-mother and under
the orders of his father left the town. Later on, he became famous
as a great adventurer and a dutiful son and married a beautiful
lady by name Madanamohini with whom he lived happily after
having been honoured by Dévendra for his good deeds.

The author praised God Narasimha worshipped at ¢ Melukote ’
in Mysore. Hence he may be a native of Mysore. His date accord-
ing to Karnatakakavicarite is about 1650 A.D,
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