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FOREWORD 

. The present volume contains two copper plate grants, one belonging 
to the later Pallavas and the other to the time of Chalukya Chola Emperor 
Kulothunga Chola I. These two records have been acquired by the State 
Museum about two years ago. Both the records reveal certain valuable 
information in more than one aspect. The Pallava record dispels the contro- 
versy regarding the relation of the later Pallava line with that of the Early kings 
beginning from Simhavishnu, by stating that Nandivarma II was the direct 
son of Parameswara Varman. Regarding the construction of the shore 
temple at Mahabalipuram it is specifically stated in the present record that 
Narasimha Varman I! built it and not Rajasimha as hitherto believed. This 
statement has totally altered the established chronology of the entire group 
of the Pallava’s architectural remains including the Rathas of Mahabalipuram. 
It is also interesting to note that dynastic representation of the sculptures in 
the Vaikunthaperumal temple at Kanchi stands in need of re-interpretation 
on the basis of the genealogy given in the present record. 

The other grant which was issued by the Chola prince Parantaka son 
of Kulothunga Chola I who was deputed by the later as viceroy of Vengi 

Country is also equally important. Some facts like the appointment of 

Parantaka as heir apparent to the Chola throne which are not known to the 

historians so far have come to light in this record, and some new interpretations 

of the existing theories have been thoroughly discussed by the learned author 
in this monograph which I am sure the historians will receive with delight. 
The author in my opinion has made detailed study of these two important 
records which are of utmost value to the history of Andhra and Cholas and 

presented a complete account of all possible theories that would arise by 
these records and I am sanguin that this scholarly treatment of the subject 

would be a welcome addition to the existing literature on South Indian History. 

I owe a debt: of gratitude to the author who has readily accepted my 

request to edit these two important copper plate grants for the Department. 

I am highly indebted to Sri P. V. Narasimha Rao, Minister for Education who 

is actually the livewire of the Archaeological Department of Andhra Pradesh 

as his zeal and enthusiasm Is to a great extent responsible for the many sided 
progress of the department. 

In the end I shall be failing in my duty if I don’t thank the Director of 

the Text-book Press Mr. N. Narayan Rao. M.Sc., (Tech.), and his able staff
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for bringing out this publication quickly and with alacrity. My thanks are 
also due to Sri S. R. Ramamurthy, Secretary to Government, Education without 
whose kindness this publication would not have come out. I must also thank 

in this connection my staff members who have taken very keen interest in 

pushing this book through the press. 

MOHD. ABDUL WAHEED KHAN, F.R.A.S. (LONDON), 

Director of Archaeology and Museums , 

Andhra Pradesh, Hyderabad.



PREFACE 

The present book on “The Copper Plate Inscriptions of the Hyderabad Museum” 
is the third volume of its kind. The book contains an analysis of two very important 
inscriptions of medieval times, viz., the Chitrur Plates of Pallava Nripatungavarma and the 
Mallavaram Plates of Parantaka of the Chola-Chalukya line. 

The Pallava plates are of great historical significance, since for the first time, 
we learn from authoritative epigraphical evidence, that it was Narasimhavarma, son of 
Mahendravarma, who really built the shore temple at Mahabalipuram. This, therefore, 
settles a very important point with regard to the evolution of temple architecture under 

the Pallavas. Similarly, the Mallavaram Plates of Parantaka give us very valuable informa- 

tion regarding the Chola hegemony over the coastal Andhra during the medieval times. 
An interesting point about the usurpation of the Eastern Chalukyan throne has also been 
discussed while editing these Plates. 

I am not, in any professional sense, a historian or a specialist in any subject, 
but I have always been pre-occupied with history, and with the general trend of historical 

forces, both political, social and economic, that supply the basic impulses towards human 

conduct. J have always believed that history is not merely a political drama, but a drama 

of the ideas and thoughts that permeate a society in a particular period. This 

pre-occupation of mine has, therefore, found me specially disposed, if not specially 
equipped, to take a more comprehensive view of historical forces, than probably a 

strictly professional historian or archaeologist. 

Iam sure, that some of the conclusions drawn by me in this thesis, about particular 

facts of history, will evoke criticism from the specialists and scholars who have more exact 

and special knowledge in particular fields, though I hope the book will not suffer from 

any lack of authoritativeness. I am very happy to confess that I have no special 

qualification to boast of, in either history or archaeology or epigraphy, or any other specia- 

lised field of knowledge. This, which is generally considered to be a disadvantage, is in 

my opinion a very happy position of advantage, since Tam able to give thought provoking 

new suggestions, without any fear of sacrifice of dignity or prestige, which I do not possess. 

I am deeply grateful to SriS. R. Ramamurthy, 1.a.8., Secretary to Government, 

Education Department, Government of Andhra Pradesh, and Sri Abdul Waheed Khan, 

Director of Archaeology, Government of Andhra Pradesh, who so kindly encouraged me 

in taking up this work. My profound sense of gratitude to Dr. R. Subramanyam, 

Superintendent of Archaeology, Government of India, Hyderabad, and Dr. N. 

Venkatramanayya, that great doyen of Andhra History and Epigraphy are too deep for 

words. | have acknowledged in the pages of the book my deep gratitude to Sri K. Lakshmana 

Sastry, Deputy Director of Public Instruction, Government of Andhra Pradesh, Hyderabad,


