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PREFACE

We have pleasure in presenting the Proceedings of the First International
Conference Seminar of Tamil Studies, which met at the University of
Malaya in April 1966.

The Proceedings are published with funds which have been made
available by the Asia Foundation, The National Education (Indian
Schools) Development  Council, The Ceylon Endowment Fund (Uni-
versity of Malaya), and the All Malaya Nattukkottai Chettiars’ Endow-
ment' Fund (University of Malaya).

To all those associated with these grants, and to those who have
collaborated in the production of these volumes, we are, indeed, grateful.
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INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE SEMINAR OF
TAMIL STUDIES

A BRIEF REPORT

The first International Conference of Tamil Studies, sponsored by the
International Association of Tamil Research, the National Education
(Indian Schools) Development Council of Malaya, and the University of
Malaya, was held at the Third Residential College premises, University
of Malaya, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, between 16th April and 23rd
April, 1966.

Of the total number 240 delegates and 50 observers who had regis-
tered, 132 delegates and 40 observers attended the Conference/Seminar.
Among those who participated as delegates, there were one from Burma,
thirty-one from Ceylon, one from Denmark, five from France, two from
West Germany, one from Holland, one from Hong Kong, forty-two from
Inida, two from Japam, fourteen from Malaysia, four from Mauritius,
one from the Philippines, one from Portugal, six from Singapore, one
from South Korea, one from Sweden, one from Switzerland, one from
Thailand, five from the United Kingdom, cight from the United States of
America and three from Vietnam (South).

The Conference Seminar was declared open by the Hon’ble Prime
Minister of Malaysia, Yang Teramat Mulia Tunku Abdul Rahman Putra
Al-haj, at 10.30 a.m. on Saturday 16th April 1966 in the Dewan Tunku
Abdul Rahman, Ampang Road, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia.

_ SESSIONS

The proceedings of the Conference extended over five full days be-
tween Monday 18th April and Friday 22nd April 1966. A total number
of twelve Plenary Sessions and six Group Sessions were held during this
period, and on Saturday, 23rd April 1966, the Final ‘Open’ Session was
held.

The Plenary Sessions were conducted on the following subjects:
(a) History and Culture in South-east Asia with particular reterence to
Tamil cultural contacts, (b) Tamil Literary Criticism, (¢) Tamil Society
in the Cankam period. (d) Westerners and Tamil Studies, (e) Literature
and Society, (f) Modern Tamil Literature, (g) South-east Asia after 1500.
(h) Music and Dance, (i) Art and Antiquity, (j) Dravidian Comparative

Xt
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Linguistics, and (k) Tamil Society in the modern period. One Plenary
Session was devoted to the discussion of papers presented in Tamil.

The subjects of the Group Sessions were: The Tamil Society of the
period of the Three Empires, Trade and External Relations, Teaching
of Tamil, Diachronic Tamil Linguistics, Synchronic Tamil Linguistics,
and Translation.

A total number of 150 research papers were presented at the Con-
ference sessions; delegates who were able to present their papers in person
were each given ten minutes to present their findings in a summary form.
There were a Chairman and a Discussion Leader for each session.

The proceedings of the Conference were adequately documented.
Copies of papers, most of them written in English and a few in Tamil,
were made available to the delegates before each session.

The business of the Conference sessions were conducted principally
in English. Tamil was also used by a number of delegates.

RESIDENTIAL AND OTHER FACILITIES

Delegates started to arrive at the Conference premises from Thurs-
day 14th April. Overseas delegates arriving by air were met at the
Kuala Lumpur International Airport at Subang, and were taken to the
Third Residential College of the University of Malaya, where most of
the delegates were accommodated. Some of the delegates stayed in
hotels in town. The Third Residential College, which was also the venue
of the Conference sessions except one session held in the University Lec-
ture Theatre A, was adequately equipped with various facilities such as
Banking, Postal, Bar, Medical, Book-shop, Canteen, Laundry, and Hair-
dressing saloon. The Conference Hall in the College was specially air-
conditioned at considerable expenditure for the duration of the Con-
ference. Adequate transport facilities were provided for participants.
A full-time Secretariat and Information Service functioned at the Con-
ference premises throughout the duration of the Conference.

A Pre-conference Night Buffet was held at the College lawn between
8.00 p.m. and 11.00 p.m. on Friday 15th April 1966, for all delegates

and the members of the Organizing Committee and the Functional
Committees.

CEREMONIAL OPENING

The Ceremonial Opening of the Conterence was held at 10.30 a.m.
on Saturday 16th April 1966. All delegates and observers and about
600 other local invited guests including Government Ministers, members
of the Diplomatic Corps, representatives of organizations, foundations,
institutions of higher learning, donors and other dignitaries were present
in the Dewan Tunku Abdul Rahman which was specially decorated with
the flags of countries from which delegates and observers had come.
Speeches of welcome were made by the Chairman of the Conference
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Organizing Committee, Tan Sri V. T. Sambanthan, Minister of Works,
Posts and Telecommunications, Malaysia, by Prof. J. Filliozat, President
of the International Association of Tamil Research, and Prof. R. L.
Huang, Vice-Chancellor of the University of Malaya, followed by the
Ceremonial Opening Address by Yang Teramat Mulia Tunku Abdul
Rahman Putra Al-haj, Prime Minister of Malaysia. The Hon’ble Sri
M. Bhaktavatsalam, the Chief Minister of Tamil Nad, and also Leader
of the Delegation from India addressed the gathering on behalf of dele-
gates. Mr. V. Selvanayagam, General Secretary of the Conference Or-
ganizing Committee gave the address of vote of thanks in which he ac-
knowledged on behalf of the Organizers all the help and assistance ren-
dered by various organizations, foundations, and individuals for the suc-
cessful holding of the Conference in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia.



